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    Recently, I was having a conversation 
with someone about boxing. We were 
discussing how, after each round, a 
boxer must make adjustments.  Each 
round is brutal and takes more or less 
of a toll on the body depending on if 
the boxer is on the offensive or the 
defensive...or both.  If the boxer does not 
make adjustments, it is difficult to make 
it to new rounds and usually ends with a 
quick knockout.  Some boxers, who don’t 
learn to adjust,  never make it out of their 
first year in the sport.  
    Every year at Annual Conference, 
about 20% of United Methodist churches 
receive new pastors.  Over 10% of those 
pastors never even make it past the first 
round/year.  
    I have thoroughly enjoyed my first 
round in getting to know so many of 
you at Mount Pisgah.  To be truthful, 
Greensboro is a place that continues to 
grow on me monthly.  It was powerful to 
experience the “Bible Reading” event 
in October, our first Mount Christmas 
Eve service, walking the cross to the 
Greensboro Urban Ministry over Easter, 
and recently hosting Chief Faber to name 
a few.  I am amazed at all the mission 
work and all the strong lay involvement.  
I can easily see why Mount Pisgah is in 
the top 4% of the strongest Methodist 
Churches in the Western North Carolina 
Annual Conference.

    I love to start things; but, even more, 
I love to see them finish, because of the 
sense of accomplishment.  That is why I 
love to cut the grass with my push mower.  
When I finish cutting the grass, the yard 
looks great, and I’ve had a great workout.  
My neighbors often ask me if I am alright as 
much as I am sweating!  
    However, unlike my lawn, the Church 
is never finished. There is always ministry 
happening with the sick, the grieving, and 
those in constant transition.  
    When I moved to Greensboro, I read a 
book that described what the pastor “does” 
in a nutshell.  It said, I am referred to as an 
“Itinerant Missionary.”  This means there 
was a time for me to come to Greensboro, 
and there was a time for me to leave 
Denver, all the while, proclaiming the Gospel 
with the gifts and graces God has given me.      
    As I start round two, we will need to make 
some adjustments as our Director of Youth 
is moving to Massachusetts and our Director 
and Asst. Director of Children are sensing a 
need to move on.  We need to pray for them 
(Matt Toney, Jaime Moler, Robert Chou) 
and the Church in transition.  The future is 
always uncertain, but, as believers, we know 
that God has already provided for us, and 
we are called to walk in faith.  
    Round two finds me traveling (July 6th-
9th) with 50+ team members to Henderson 
Settlement in Frakes, KY and then to 
Cherokee, NC on the Appalachian Mission 
Team.  I know you have enjoyed hearing 
Cody Johnsen (6/25), Rev. Kim Miller (7/2), 
and Rev. Donald Thomas (7/9) preach.  I am 
definitely looking forward to preaching back 
at Mount Pisgah on July 16th from the book 
of Nehemiah.    
    Round two is going to be exciting with 
what God has in store for the Church.  Over 
the next six months, we will see and experi-
ence:

CONTINUED ON PG. 11
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emergency response team builds 
new life one disaster at a time

“We all have different gifts and for many of us on ERT, our careers and/or hobbies lend themselves to the tasks required 

to be an effective ERT.  We get a lot of satisfaction in seeing progress of restoration through our efforts.” - Rick King

The Early Response Team (ERT) initiative was 
begun by Brad McBride by scheduling a training 
day for ERT certification at MPUMC in February 
2016.  Upon completion of that training and the 
attendees receiving their badges, we set out on our 
1st mission trip to N. Charleston, SC on 5/23/16.  
Since that first trip, we have made 4 more trips.  
Our second trip was to Lumberton, NC a week after 
Hurricane Matthew hit.  In November of 2016, we 
made a trip to Camden-on-Gauley, WV for more 
flood relief work.  This year, 2017, we’ve made 2 
more trips to Lumberton to continue the hurricane/

flood relief work.  In addition, one ERT member was recently involved 
in tornado relief in Statesville, NC. We have 2 more trips planned 
for this fall to continue to help in the Lumberton area.  All of the 
work has been coordinated through United Methodist Committee 
on Relief (UMCOR).  

Christ UMC has made available two separate work trailers filled 
with necessary supplies.  Volunteers also supply personal tools, 
and Mount Pisgah has bought some needed tools for the trailers.  
Church members have also been gracious in providing meals for 
the team, which is greatly appreciated after working hard all day.  
Local sponsors provide housing, showers, etc.  ERT volunteers 
provide site labor and are responsible for a portion of their personal 
expenses.  Typically our trips have been 4 days, with 3 days 
allocated to work and 1 day for travel. Our team skill levels vary 
from that of very skilled in a particular area to those who come to 
help in any way they can.  We also end up learning new skills to 
help at future events.

In Lumberton, our first task was to clear tree debris from 
homes and, later that week, to muck out a home to prepare 
it for a rebuild.  “Muck out” means to remove water- 
damaged drywall, flooring, cabinets, trim and all personal 
items from the home that have been damaged by water 
and are susceptible to mold.  When we finished mucking 
out Mr. Lee’s home, we presented him with a prayer shawl 
from the church and gift cards that had been donated by 
the Agape and Roundtable classes. 

CONTINUED ON PG. 4
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ERT - CONTINUED FROM PG. 3

Rick King said, “It was a God moment when we finished 
our work at Mr. Lee’s home, when we spent time with 
him, prayed, and took photos of all that had been 
accomplished.” 

Our following trip to Lumberton had us installing 
drywall in the Robeson County Church & Community 
Center.  They serve the people in that area similarly to a 
“Salvation Army” type of organization.  Rich Carrera was 
moved when, “We were assisted by a Native American 
drywall installer who witnessed to us about his drinking 
problem, and how he came to know the Lord as we 
worked and listened to some really good praise music on 
the radio.”

Our last trip to Lumberton was to finish (almost) the 
drywall and hang interior doors in preparation for an 
elderly couple to move back into their home.  We, as a 
team, have been touched by the struggles of the people 
we have helped. We wondered what our lives would be 
like if we had suffered such devastating losses, and we 
have grown closer together as a group as we live life 
together. Helping Mr. Lee sort through all of his personal 
items, keepsakes, and photos to only end up with one 
box of items he could keep touched us all.

”In speaking to the recipients, it was evident in 

all cases that their spirits had been lifted by our 

involvement.  With person interaction, we learned 

how these tragedies had affected and impacted 

their lives.  I believe that in some small way, our 

assistance gave them hope. A thousand mile 

journey begins with a single step; surely, we have 

just begun the walk.” - Bill Edwards

All the times when we 

are working I think how 

fortunate we are to be able 

to serve God by helping 

others. I feel I am personally 

led to do this type of mission 

work because it gives me 

a way to say "thank you" to 

God for his many blessings 

and his presence in my life.  

I also feel we are all called 

to serve God by being his 

hands, feet or other body 

parts as our abilities and 

gifts permit us.  I’ve spent 

30 years learning to build 

homes, manages projects 

and make decisions. God 

had me in training for this 

type of mission work.” 

- Don Cohan

Photos submitted by Lavonne Pickens & Rick King



Join us for our next sermon 
series! Many things have power, 

but in the Kingdom, the power is 
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Photos submitted by Bill Edwards

What a celebration of God's Good Gifts we had 
during Vacation Bible School this year! About 
140 kids and over 50 volunteers invested their 
week in growing further into Christ and his Word. 

Our wonderful kids and volunteers had a mission 
to raise money to buy a cow through Heifer 
International. That goal was $1000. Throughout 
the week, all these amazing people raised 3,150! 
This is most VBS ever raised! But, that's not the 
end!

A generous soul through Heifer International has 
offered to match our overall gift! This doubles our 
impact for impoverished families!

We are thankful for those who invested time, 
starting in January of this year, to make Vacation 
Bible a success in our community. God is raising 
up world-changers through the ministries at 
Mount Pisgah!
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At Mount Pisgah, the command of 
Jesus to, “Go, and make disciples 
of all nations…” (Matthew 28:19) 
is a core value. We have created a 
pathway through which all people can 
enter into the process of becoming 
a disciple. It is our job to invite and 
encourage others along this pathway, 
while allowing ourselves to be 
encouraged and challenged along the 
same pathway.

Individuals can enter the process at any 
stage. Movement along the pathway 
is as unique as each individual on the 
journey. We are so excited to come 
alongside you as you become more 
and more like Jesus Christ by being 
his disciple!

Salvation

To be saved is to enter into a personal relationship with Christ.

Accountability

We believe followers of Jesus Christ grow through accountability 
which is best achieved in small groups.

Service

We believe that understanding, embracing, and employing 
our spiritual gifts is the foundation of our constant intention to 
selflessly serve others.

Stewardship

We believe that the Kingdom of God grows when we embrace the 
power of stewardship by giving freely of our prayers, presence, 
gifts, service, and witness.

Evangelism

Reproducing disciples is a core value at Mount Pisgah where we 
follow the command of Jesus to “go and make disciples.”
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Support the 
Whobodies with 

encouraging letters 
and care packages 

during their trip!  
They can be dropped 

off in the volunteer 
office until July 15.

Dear Mount Pisgah Family,

Matt Toney, Director of Youth Ministries, has decided 
to move to Westfield, Massachusetts by the end of 
August.  This is the hometown of his wife, Ashley, 
where her parents have a farm.  Matt will be going to 
school to obtain his Master’s Degree in Social Work 
at Westfield University.  Tentatively, his last day on 
staff will be July 30th.  In addition, they are expecting 
their second child in August. Please be in prayer for 
the Toneys during this exciting time in the life of their 
family.    

Please, also, pray for the SPRC as they discern the next 
leader of the Whobodies Youth Group.

Frank Roughgarden, SPRC Chair

Thank you to all of the youth volunteers who invested their 
time and energy into volunteering with Vacation Bible School 

this year! You had a HUGE impact on the kids and parents.
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Luke 18:16 “But Jesus called 
the children to him and said, 
“Let the little children come 

to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of 

God belongs to such as 
these.”

Day Camp is almost here—Monday, July 10th - Thursday, 
July 13th! All registered campers, please meet in the 
church parking lot by 8:15am to travel together each day. 
Pick up by parents will be at the church each afternoon at 
2:00pm. Campers will need to bring a bagged lunch with a 
refillable water bottle, swimsuit, towel and sunscreen each 
day. 

On Wednesday, July 5th, we're hosting 
another movie day at the Regal Grande 
Cinema (3205 Northline Ave.) We will 
see the movie, Sing at 10:00am. All 
children and their families are asked 
to meet a few minutes early in order 
that we may all sit together. Bring extra 
money if you'd like snacks and drinks. 

Dear Mt. Pisgah Church Family,

Jamie Moler, the Director of Children’s Ministry has resigned. Her last 
Sunday will be July 23.  I know that you join the SPRC in thanking Jamie 
for her service to MPUMC.

Robert Chou, the Asst. Director of the Children's Ministry has resigned 
in order to focus more time on his growing photography business.  We 
thank Robert for his service to MPUMC and wish him continued success 
in his endeavors. 

There will be a meeting with all the volunteers in the Children's Ministry 
scheduled for the week of July 10th. Please, watch your email for more 
information if you are a Children's volunteer. 

We, as a committee and church family, will continue to faithfully order our steps and discern God's 
direction for ministry here at Mount Pisgah. If you have any questions, please contact Frank Roughgarden, 
Bob Tursky, or Terry Edwards by calling the church office (336-288-3321) and leaving a message.

Sincerely,

Frank Roughgarden, SPRC Chair

A few craft volunteers are still needed on Wednesday, July 
12th at Day Camp from 9:30am-1:00pm. You will need a 
packed lunch. If you are able to help please contact Jamie 
Moler at 336-549-7004 or jamiermoler@hotmail.com. 
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SYMPATHY

We extend our love & sympathy to Betty 
Vossers and family upon the death of her 
husband, John Vossers, on June 27th in 
Greensboro.

We extend our love & sympathy to Steve 
Gomme and family upon the death of his 
father, William Gomme on June 19th in 
Canada.

We extend our love & sympathy to Lee 
Howell and Melinda Smith and family upon 
the death of their husband and father, Bill 
Howell, on June 20th in Greensboro.

We extend our love & sympathy to Jo 
Lynn Covert and family upon the death 
of her uncle, Sam Lewis, on June 2nd in 
Greensboro.

We extend our love & sympathy to Peggy 
Yow and family upon the death of her sister, 
Mildred Ballew, on June 5th in Drexel.

BIRTHS

Congratulations to Stuart & Mary Smith 
upon the birth of their son, Patrick Carlton 
Smith, on June 26th in Greensboro. Proud 
grandparents are Keith and Glenda Smith 
and proud great grandmother is Betty Smith. 

Congratulations to Adam & Melissa Boone 
upon the birth of their son, Lincoln James 
Boone, on June 1st in Boone, NC. Proud 
grandparents are James & Teresa Edwards 
and proud great grandmother is Ruth Daniels. 

Congratulations to Jeff & Kerry Minor 
upon the birth of their son, Madden Lucas 
Minor, on May 26th in Raleigh, NC. Proud 
grandparents are Rick & Molly King. 

CONCERNS

Clara Lowe, John Ross, Diana Tursky, Billy 
Faucette, Kathy White, Ellen Underwood, 
Brenda Rose, Janice Morris, Will & Max 
Bugden, Bridgette Campbell, Elizabeth 
Price

Please hold these joys and concerns before the Lord during your prayer time.
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HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY!

1 - Rick King, Sheila Main, Katherine 
Hughes, Katelyn Reed

2 - Jamie Moler, Jonathan Godfrey

3 - Brittany Chandler

4 - James Edwards, Anna Bloch, Hayden 
Brown

5 - James Foster, Michelle Andrews

7 - Brenda Falls, Devon Collins

8 - Georgia Harris, Kim Shuttleworth, 
Daniel Sharp

9 - Betty Auman

10 - Jeff Jones, Katie Jones

11 - Sharon Culclasure, Sarah Hoff

12 - Jean Hill

13 - Ginger Pfister, Sam Shuttleworth

14 - Alice Belton, Susan Evans, Jennifer 
Lovelace

15 - Cindy Holmquist

16 - Barbara Walker

17 - Morgan Turner

18 - Steve Chou, Edie McHone

19 - Reece Ramseur

20 - Jodie Nelson, Glenda Burkett, 
Christine Clark, Matthew Shuttleworth

21 - Anita Beard, William Klinefelter, 
Mary Anne Traurig

22 - Allene Shaffer, Michael Nix

23 - Cathy Leach, Cathy Church, Tyler 
Long, Ayanna Ali

24 - Rosellen Dedlow, Amber Shelton, 
Grant Page

25 - K Bailey, Dianna Hinton, Teresa 
Edwards, Emily Green, Madeleine Toney

26 - Dorothy Robinson, Lavonne 
Pickens, Beau Miller

27 - Sue Lucas

28 - Hannah Chandler

29 - Trey Johnsen, Ward Rigby

30 - Larry Wood, Bonnie Rimmer

31 - Fred Marley

HAPPY 
ANNIVERSARY!

1 - Doug & Brenda Jones

5 - Gene Jr. & Donna Jones

6 - Ron & Rachel Hilbert

     Bobby & Camille Muire

8 - Brandon & Amy Leebrick

11 - Bob & Eileen Little

12 - Alex & Irene Gardner

13 - Tim & Denise Hash

       Wallace & Betty Wilson

14 - Brandon & Annie Earl

16 - Tim & Anna Bloch

       Allan & Cathy Leach

17 - Greg & Doris Light

       John & Cathy Poer

18 - Kacee & Rich Wagner

21 - Charlie & Becky Beck

22 - Mike & Jo Lawrence

       Bill & Lavonne Pickens

       Keith & Glenda Smith

23 - Brent & Karen Holmes

       Ray & Pat Marsh

       Hank & Marizell Thompson

24 - Geoffrey & Sharon Maynor

29 - Ron & Sandra Taylor



The MPUMC Emergency Response Team 
would like to thank the culinary experts 
who supported our recent 4-day flood 
relief mission trip to Lumberton, NC! The 
mission was successful in large part by 
those who kindly supplied delicious and 
nutritious meals and food supplies for 
the work team. We sincerely recognize 
the following individuals for that effort: 
Anita Beard, Ayoola Idowu, Cathy Poer, 
Julie Helt, Libby Selby, Mary Michaux, 
Molly King, Nancy Pierron, Percy Ann 
Edmundson, Rebecca Hansley, Sandra 
Wegner and Susan Lipper.

Thanks for a job well done, everyone!

MPUMC ERT

How fortunate am I to have such a loving 
Mount Pisgah family! I wish to thank each 
and everyone for your caring notes, cards, 
memorials and prayers at the passing of 
my Mother. 

"Friends are the pillars on your porch.  
Sometimes they hold you up, sometimes 
they lean on you, and sometimes it's just 
enough to know that they are standing by".   

With God's Blessings,

Kay W. Bailey

Thank you so much for the donation in my 
mother's memory to the VBS. She loved 
your congregation, especially the Sunday 
School class she attended. I appreciate the 
love and support Mt. Pisgah has given to 
my family during and after her death.

Sincerely,

Kathy W. Weed

Dear Mount Pisgah Church Family,

 I want to thank you for all the many 
prayers, calls, cards, visits, and “sunshine” 
gifts you shared with me during my back 
surgery and recuperation.  Your many 
kindnesses made those ten challenging 
weeks a little easier to get through.  I’ve 
been back at school for about a month and 
I will be finishing my senior year strong!

 As I prepare to graduate high 
school, I also want to thank my church 
family for all the support, encouragement, 
and love you’ve given me since my family 
first came to Mount Pisgah six years 
ago.  You have shown me God’s great 
love in so many ways.  I will be leaving on 
Sunday, June 11 to work at Camp Tekoa in 
Hendersonville for the summer and would 
like to ask for your prayers again.  My hope 
is that as a staff assistant, I will be able to 
encourage campers to grow in their faith, 
help them see God’s hand in their lives, 
and assist them as they discover how they 
can be God’s light to others.  Thank you in 
advance for your continued prayers!  

In love and light,

Kristina Clifton

Whobodies

    In memory of Dave Robertson by Joe & 

    Cindy Hughes

    

Senior Outreach

    In memory of Mildred Ballew by Ann 
    Schwabeland
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER
Actual - $553,713 (through June 30th)

2017 Budget - $1,067,000

PASTOR JEFF - CONTINUED FROM PG. 2

- Emergence of a weekly Prayer Ministry - July
- Visitation saturation in the Mount Pisgah 
   community - August/ September
- Showing the movie, “War Room” - September 10th
- “Journey to the Light” Women’s Retreat - 
   September 15th-17th  
- Revamping “Wednesday Night Live” with new 
   Bible Studies - (September 27th orientation)
- Prayer Services with Rev. Terry Tekyl - October 
   3rd-4th 
- Thanksgiving Service with Rev. Myron Wilkens - 
   November 19th

   Round Two is here.  In the history of Mount Pisgah; 
since 1855, only one senior pastor made it ten 
rounds—the Rev. Tom Cassady 1991-2001.  Here’s to 
“fighting the good fight” with all of you as God moves 
our Church forward.

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP --

The first gathering of the new Caregivers Support 
Group met at Mt. Pisgah Church, Tuesday, June 27, 
2017 from 11:00 to 12:15. This will be the time and 
place for a regular meeting on the fourth Tuesday of 
each month.  Following a Welcome and Introduction 
time, an Abbotswood at Irving Park spokes person 
informed the group of a new program partnering with 
faith communities. 

Using Peter Rosenberger's book HOPE FOR THE 
CAREGIVER as a resource, the group focused on the 
importance of taking care of their own health which 
is not an act of indulgence-but an act of survival. 
Peter writes about three simple things to help make 
healthy and positive decisions in high stress moments 
of caregiving.  Remember W W W (not a web site 
address)! It stands for WAIT, WATER, WALK! After a 
time of THINK PAIR & SHARE the meeting was closed 
with THE CAREGIVER'S PRAYER.

The next Caregivers Support Group will meet July 
25, 2017.  All are welcome.   Call Rachel Hilbert 336 

355 9267 or the church 336-288-3321 for contact and 
questions.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD--
Christmas in July came early this year 
as we passed out shoeboxes in May 
with Chief Faber. More shoeboxes & 
a "What to Pack" list are available in 
the hallway for you to pack at home 
by November.

 "July's Items of the Month" are school 
supplies--Pencils & sharpeners, 
crayons, rulers, calculators, erasers, 
notebooks, etc. Leave these in the 
Volunteer's office. If you sew, Carolyn 
Lovelace needs help sewing little girl 
dresses and pouches for Packing 
Party boxes. Patterns are available.

 Shoebox shipping is now $9/box. 
That money also covers processing, 
collection, gospel materials, training 
churches, the Greatest Journey 
discipleship booklet & the Ministry 
Prayer Guide. That is a lot for $9! 
Donate if you can for your shoebox(es) 
using the enclosed brochure.

 Contact Kathy Sharp 
(Danielsmom7808@aol.com) or Gina 
& Walt York (gdovel116@aol.com) 
for more info.

BUS DRIVERS NEEDED--

If you have your CDL license, and 
would be willing to drive our Mount 
Pisgah Church bus, we are in need 
of new drivers. Please contact 
Pam in the church office, pam@
mtpisgahgso.org, if you are willing 
and able to serve.
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