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book with this title by the Rev. Roger Ross.  My 
roots in Methodism date back to Hamilton Street 
United Methodist Church in Dalton, GA.  This 
church merged and later became Trinity United 
Methodist Church in 1968.  My mother was raised 
the oldest of four daughters; with a mother who 
was dedicated to the Lord and to the Church.  My 
grandmother, Liz Lingerfelt Parrot, was a faithful 
servant until God called her home in 2011. My 
mother tells me that her family walked to church 
weekly.  The Church reached out to her family 
who struggled financially. Her father was a truck 
driver and her mother was a factory worker 
making barely above the minimum wage.  The 
Methodist Church reached out to her family, and, 
today, all four daughters still attend various United 
Methodist Churches in FL, GA, and NC. 

        My mother’s family was the definition of  
‘Goodpeople.” But, someone reached out to them 
over 50 years ago, and, now, they are servants of 
Christ.  I was raised up following Christ and joined 
Clemmons UMC in 1981 all because Hamilton 
Street UMC reached out to the Lingerfelt’s (my 
mother’s family) first.  They made them feel 
wanted & welcome.    

       It pains me that in my lifetime (1968), the UMC 
has declined from 12 million members to under 7 
million.  When things are bad, everyone becomes 
an expert.  When Methodism was vital, the Church 
loved the common people (or what I refer to as 
“The Goodpeople”).  We have lost our burden/love 
for the people outside the Church.  We have done 
worship to meet the needs of those within the 
Church and not to try to reach those outside the 
church walls.  

      Methodism began as a movement and not as 
an institution.  A movement is like a wave that you 
catch, and you ride it the best you can.  Institutions 
are in the business of preserving the past.  Even if 
the past was rich and filled with God’s favor, each 
church must stay hungry in reaching people for 
Jesus.  

       I became the Senior Pastor of Mount Pisgah 
UMC in July of 2016. Mount Pisgah UMC is rich in 
God’s favor. It has been a blessing to stand in the 
line of that tradition of faithfulness since 1855. Even 
though the Church is established, I get the feeling 
we are moving away from being institutional and 
are headed into becoming a renewed movement. 
Mount Pisgah is a strong, evangelical Church that 
has decided to tackle 3 big tasks to reach those 
outside the Church. 

        First, on August 29th, we are engaging in the 
community by knocking on 2000 doors of homes 
that are within a ¼ mile radius of the church building 
and inviting them to be part of our community. We 
believe these homes house the “Goodpeople,” about 
whom I have been preaching and will continue to 
preach about through September. Some of the 
nicest people I have met do not attend worship on 
Sundays. Meeting these people will take a lot of 
servants, a lot of time, and a lot of God’s favor. By 
tackling this ministry, the community will realize that 
we exist beyond fundraising initiatives. For some, we 
will be an answer to their prayer. My hope is to have 
over 100 people active in knocking on doors in the 
community by the end of 2017.  

        Second, on September 10th we are showing the 
movie “War Room,” which is a powerful movie on 
prayer and how it changes everything. On October 
3rd & 4th, at 7:00pm, we are hosting a special 
speaker, the Rev. Dr. Terry Teykl for an event called, 
“Prayer Encounter.”  Meanwhile, from Sept.10th – 
Oct. 4th,  Mount Pisgah is starting a Prayer Ministry 
and designating a Prayer Room.  

        The main function of the Prayer Ministry is 
three-fold. First, we will invite the Holy Spirit to cover 
each of our worship services from 8:30am-12:00pm 
every Sunday, starting in early fall. Second, we will 
be praying for the needs of the community and 
ministries of the Church. Third, we will be praying 
over the prayer requests which were received 
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I desire them all to thrive. Those with an 
institutional mindset will struggle to survive 
and likely become a mausoleum of the past.  
It is true that the hardest place to change 
can be the local Church.  For churches to 
remain vital, change has to happen. I am 
not sure where Mount Pisgah will be in a 
year to five years. I do know that evangelism 
and prayer has always been the will of God. 
The boldness to examine worship services 
in order to ensure the focus is on God and 
reaching God’s people is monumental and 
will certainly bear fruit.

        If you are new to Mount PIsgah UMC, 
Methodism, or just checking the Church 
out, know that we strive to honor God in 
everything we do.  We would love for you to 
to be a part of our ministries by attending 
our worship services or by watching via 
our website or Facebook.  If you feel led to 
support the ministry of the Church, I just 
want to say thank you and God bless you! 

during the visits in the community. The Prayer 
Ministry will fuel Mount Pisgah away from 
institutionalism and towards a movement. My 
hope is to have 50 active prayer warriors.

        Third, on August 27th, Mount Pisgah 
UMC made a bold move to form a short-
term team to evaluate and recommend 
changes concerning our three worship 
services on Sundays. The team will research 
each service—How long has it existed?  Is 
it growing or declining?  Where will it be 5 
years from now if no evaluation occurs?  
What population (generation) represents the 
majority in attendance? How long has this 
been the case?—These questions and others 
will empower the team to make necessary 
recommendations to the Church Council in the 
first quarter of 2018 in order to reach more 
people with the Good News.

        For these three reasons, I feel that Mount 
Pisgah UMC will receive a fresh wind from the 
Holy Spirit and become a strong movement. 
Movements don’t die; institutions do. I believe 
our society is only as strong as its churches. I 
don’t demean other denominations, because 
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Crop Walk
Join our campaign to end 
hunger in Greensboro & 
around the world. Walk with 
us or donate by picking up a 
donation envelope. Mt. Pisgah 
Kids will be participating in this 
campaign during September-
October. For more information, 
contact Chris or Patti Ramsuer 
via cropwalk@mtpisgahgso.org.

Blood Drive
Mark your calendars for the 
Mt. Pisgah UMC blood drive 
on Thursday, September 14th 
from 2:30pm to 7:00pm in the 
Fellowship Hall.

Blood supplies are dangerously 
low right now. Sign up at 
redcrossblood.org or call 
coordinator, Jim Scifres, for an 
appointment @ 336.337.2849.

Operation 
Christmas  Child 

Packing Party
Come alongside us as we pack 
up all the hardwork and care 
that has gone into collecting 
boxes for Operation Christmas 
Child. Each box is a blessing! 
Join us on November 12th at 
4:30pm to help fill and prepare 
the Christmas boxes.

Being the Hands & Feet of Christ
Just as Christ gave himself for us, we give ourselves to the world in 
His name. Join us in these and many other Outreach initiatives that 
take place on a daily basis at Mount Pisgah Church. Call the church 
office @ 336-288-3321 or email donald@mtpisgahgso.org.

Outreach Events

Chris Helt will be leading a work team to Costa Rica in 
February 2018. Registration is now open, and the deadline 
to sign up is November 19th with a $350.00 deposit.  In 
the past, the total cost per person has been approximately 
$700.00. The rest of the cost is covered by the fundraising 
efforts of the team. To sign up or for more information, you 
can call/email Chris Helt at 336-420-5237 or Donald Thomas 
at donald@mtpisgahgso.org or 336-288-3321.
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How to Help:
Donate:

We invite you to stand with our neighbors 
on the Gulf Coast during this time. Your gifts 
ensure that our church will be able to provide 
help and hope for those left homeless or 
otherwise affected by this disaster for years to 
come. Please mark your donations,  “Disaster 
Response” and make checks payable to:

Western North Carolina Conference 

PO Box 18005

Charlotte NC 28218

Or you may mark your Sunday offerings to: 

UMCOR Advance 901670

Supply Relief:

Please help us build the UMCOR inventory of 
relief supplies. At this time, UMCOR is in need 
of hygiene kits and cleaning buckets. With 
many potentially suffering damage to their 
homes from flood waters, our greatest need is 
cleaning buckets. Ministry groups, families 
and individuals can assemble these supplies, 
and bring them to Mount Pisgah Church 

Hurricane Harvey: 
Responding to Disaster

Hurricane Harvey hit the Gulf 
Coast of the U.S. August 26 
affecting millions of people with 
multiple days of heavy rain, 
winds, and rising tides. The United 
Methodist Church is actively 
present, working with local and 
state emergency management, 
FEMA, and other volunteers active 
in disaster.

by September 30th. They will be shipped via 
UMCOR to the most necessary areas. 

For detailed instructions on how to assemble 
these kits, go to mountpisgahgso.org/
outreach to watch a video.

Early Response Teams: 

Trained Early Response Teams, please be on 
standby. FEMA nor local authorities are ready to 
receive volunteers. Once ERTs are invited, the 
Western North Carolina Conference will notify 
those ERT members. 

Long Term Recovery:  

The effects of Harvey will keep long term 
volunteer teams busy for years. Please be 
patient before sending long-term building and 
recovery crews. Please do not arrive without an 
invitation, and only after Early Response Teams 
have prepared the location.

Operation 
Christmas Child

Less than 3 months to collect shoeboxes! Empty 
boxes still available! Items are still needed for 
our Nov. Packing Party. September’s Items of 
the Month--Soap, Wash cloths, Games, Puzzles, 
Sewing Kits, & Coloring Books.

No toothpaste or candy allowed this year due to 
custom regulations. Shipping is now $9/box. 

UMW collectors please leave your donations in 
the Office by Oct. 15th so we can get inventory.

Questions? Contact Kathy Sharp (Danielsmom7808@
aol.com) or Gina & Walt York (gdovel116@aol.com).
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Choir Concert
On Sunday, Oct. 22nd, at 4:00pm, 
the Chancel Choir will present 
a concert honoring the 500th 
Anniversary of the Reformation.  It 
will be based on Martin Luther’s 
“5 solas”: Sola Scriptura, Sola Fide, 
Sola Gratia, Solus Christus, and 
Soli Deo Gloria and will include 
congregational singing and a brass 
quintet.  

Blessing of 
the Animals
Bring the animals that bring 
you joy! On Sunday, October 
22nd, we’ll be blessing animals 
on the front lawn of the church 
and thanking God for His 
creation. 

Community Events
Movie Night
Sunday, September 10th @ 
6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

Come to see the movie, War 
Room! Free popcorn, candy, soft 
drinks & water. Jonah: A Veggie 
Tales Movie will be shown at the 
same time & childcare will be 
provided. 
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Community 
Thanksgiving
5:00pm, November 19th

Gather around the table! Enjoy all 
your Thanksgiving favorites while we 
celebrate the launching of our 2018 
Mission Trips. Special guest speaker: 
Rev. Myron Wilkins of Greensboro 
Urban Ministries.

Prayer 
Encounter
On October 3rd & 4th, Mount Pisgah 
Church is intentionally investing in 
prayer vitality among the community. 
We have invited nationally-known 
speaker and intercessor, Rev. Terry 
Teykl to be our guest speaker for this 
two-day event. 

Come, worship with us and 
experience prayer like you have 
never experienced it before. 
Alongside this event, we will dedicate 
and launch our Prayer Room with 
District Superintendent, Dr. Nancy  
Rankin, hold Prayer Bead workshops 
as well as a Kids’ Prayer Workshop. 
Also, there will be a Missional 
Network Event at Proximity UMC on 
October 4th. Watch newsletters and 
E-News for dates/times.

Fall Festival & 
Trunk or Treat
4:30pm-7:30pm, October 29th

FREE games, hay rides, bouncy 
house, hot dogs & funnel cakes,  kids’ 
movie and more! Wear your best 
costume and stay for Trunk or Treat 
at 6:00pm!
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At Mount Pisgah, the 
command of Jesus to, 
“Go, and make disciples 

of all nations…” (Matthew 
28:19) is a core value. We have 
created a pathway through 
which all people can enter 
into the process of becoming 
a disciple. It is our job to invite 
and encourage others along 
this pathway, while allowing 
ourselves to be encouraged 
and challenged along the same 
pathway.

Individuals can enter the 
process at  any stage. 
Movement along the pathway 
is as unique as each individual 
on the journey. We are so 
excited to come alongside you 
as you become more and more 
like Jesus Christ by being his 
disciple!

Salvation

To be saved is to enter into 
a personal relationship with 
Christ.

Accountability

We believe followers of 
Jesus Christ grow through 
accountability which is best 
achieved in small groups.

Service

We believe that understanding, 
embracing, and employing our 
spiritual gifts is the foundation 
of our constant intention to 
selflessly serve others.

Stewardship

We believe that the Kingdom of 
God grows when we embrace 
the power of stewardship by 

giving freely of our prayers, 
presence, gifts, service, and 
witness.

Evangelism

Reproducing disciples is a 
core value at Mount Pisgah 
where we follow the command 
of Jesus to “go and make 
disciples.”

The Discipleship Pathway
FINDING YOUR WAY TOWARD DISCIPLESHIP CAN BE HARD. BUT, IT SHOULD 
NEVER BE LONELY.  JOIN US ON OUR JOURNEY.
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Meet the 
Goodpeople

They are everywhere.

Sermon Series: August 6th - September 24th
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What is Taizé 
music?
by Amberly Johnston

During the Tuesday night prayer service 
on October 3rd, the chancel choir will 
be leading the congregation in music 
from Taizé.

What is Taizé music?

In 1940, Brother Roger felt called to 
serve those suffering from the conflict 
of WWII. He bought a house in Taizé, 
a small town 240 miles southeast of 
Paris, where for two years he and his 
sister, Genevieve, hid refugees, both 
Christian and Jewish. They were forced 
to leave when the Gestapo became 
aware of their activities.  In 1944, how-
ever, Brother Roger returned to Taizé 
to found the Community, a small quasi-
monastic community of men living to-
gether in poverty and obedience.  Open 
to all Christians, this was the first com-
munity of its kind to include protestant 
churches.

Today, the community has become 
one of the world’s most important sites 
of Christian pilgrimage, especially for 
youth. Over 100,000 young people from 
around the world make pilgrimages to 
Taizé each year for prayer, Bible study, 
and communal work. 

Because of the variety of cultures and 
languages spoken by those in the 
community, the brothers used music 
as a way to pray together. Jacques 
Berthier, a French liturgical composer, 

Our Music and Worship Arts Director, Amberly Johnston, was 
installed as a National Board member of the Fellowship of United 
Methodists in Music and Worship Arts in July during their convoca-
tion in Little Rock (see photo).  As Events Coordinator, Amberly will 
serve on the content team and organize webinars for the national 
membership.  She has also been named President of the Western 
North Carolina Chapter for the next two years.  

Congratulations, Amberly!

Fall is the perfect time to be-
come a part of Mt. Pisgah’s 

music program.  
Come sing a new song! Chancel Choir rehearsals resume 
September 7th!  Those interested in singing with the chancel choir 
are encouraged to attend a rehearsal and learn more about being 
involved in the choral program at Mt. Pisgah.  Rehearsals are 
Thursday evenings from 7:15pm-8:45pm in the choir room.

Voices of Bronze Handbell rehearsals will begin Thursday, 
September 14th, from 6-7pm.

Greensboro Community Women’s Chorus rehearsals begin 
on Wednesday, September 20th!  The Community Women’s 
Chorus rehearses Wednesday mornings from 10:30am-noon 
in the choir room.  The fall season will be full of festive holiday 
music.  Performances are Tuesday and Wednesday mornings in 
December.

Children’s Choir will resume on Wednesday, September 13th!  A 
parent meeting will take place at 6pm in the choir room followed 
by a brief kick-off/introductory rehearsal.  During the parent 

meeting, all children should meet on the 
playground with Kim Miller.  Sign-ups 
are available on the church’s website 
under Ministries/Worship.  Parents are 
encouraged to sign-up their age 4-5th grade 
children before the September 13th start 
date.
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Join us at 8:30am & 11:00am for traditional worship and at 9:45am 
for contemporary worship at “The Mount.”

Worship Eventswrote simple, accessible music 
meant to be used for repetitive, 
meditative singing.  Over 90% of 
the chants are biblically based, the 
others are from creeds. 

“Singing is one of the most essential 
elements of worship. Short songs, 
repeated again and again, give it a 
meditative character. Using just a few 
words they express a basic reality of 
faith, quickly grasped by the mind. As 
the words are sung over many times, 
this reality gradually penetrates the 
whole being. Meditative singing thus 
becomes a way of listening to God. It 
allows everyone to take part in a time 
of prayer together and to remain 
together in attentive waiting on God, 
without having to fix the length of 
time too exactly. To open the gates 
of trust in God, nothing can replace 
the beauty of human voices united 
in song. This beauty can give us a 
glimpse of “heaven’s joy on earth,” 
as Eastern Christians put it. And an 
inner life begins to blossom within 
us. These songs also sustain personal 
prayer. Through them, little by little, 
our being finds an inner unity in God. 
They can continue in the silence of 
our hearts when we are at work, 
speaking with others, or resting. In 
this way prayer and daily life are 
united. They allow us to keep on 
praying even when we are unaware 
of it, in the silence of our hearts.”   
(From Clouds & Glory: Prayers for the 
Church Year, Morehouse Publishing)  

I hope this short background will 
provide insight into the rich history 
of music from Taizé as we prepare 
to come together for worship on 
October 3rd.
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Group 
Ministry
Your personality fits here. 

Groups at Mount Pisgah can’t be defined in 
a word, a sentence or even a paragraph. 
They are each so unique and manifest the 

personality of their members. 

But, they have one thing in common: their 
purpose is to grow each member closer to Christ 
and more in love with his mission. 

On the next pages, you will find Sunday School 
groups, small groups, Emmaus share groups, 
United Methodist Women’s Circles, United 
Methodist Men’s groups, prayer groups and 
more. 

Get to know each one and pray about how you 
can connect. 
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Page Class
Singles & Couples, 

40’s and up. 
Meets in Room 
114 @ 9:45am.

Agape Class
Singles & Couples, 40’s & 
50’s. Meets in Room 212 

@ 9:45am.

Christians Under 
Construction

Singles & Couples, 
30’s and up. Meets in        
Room 200 @ 9:45am.

Seekers Class
Singles & Couples, All 
Ages. Meets in Marion 

Workman Library @ 
9:45am. 

Round Table
Singles & Couples, 

50’s-70’s. Meets in Room 
215 at 9:45am.

John Bennett Class
Senior adults. Meets in 
Room 112 @ 9:45am.

Sunday School Classes
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES MEET ON SUNDAY MORNINGS BETWEEN 9:45AM - 12:15PM.

NEW Young Adult Class
Singles, Dating, & Young 

Married Couples. 

High-school graduates, 
college-age & adults with 

young families.

Meets in Room 212 @ 
11:00am.
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United Methodist
Women

September 5th - Executive Meeting, 
7:00pm

October 7th - Yard Sale, 8:00am

October 10th - Executive Meeting, 7:00pm

November 7th - Executive Meeting, 
7:00pm

UMW Circles meet throughout the month. 
Contact UMW President, Deb Foley, for 
more information. 

United Methodist
Men

September 25th - Dinner & Meeting, 
6:30pm

October 14th - Pancake Breakfast, 7:00am

October 21st - Outreach Event, 7:00am

October 23rd - Dinner & Meeting, 6:30pm

November 20th - Ladies’ Night, 6:30pm

Watch for information on the UMM Fall 
Fundraiser: Brunswick Stew Sales!
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The walk to Emmaus is an experience of Christian spiritual 
renewal and formation that begins with a three-day short 

course in Christianity. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus 
Christ in a new way as God’s grace and love is revealed to 
you through other believers.

The Walk to Emmaus experience begins with the prayerful 
discernment and invitation from a sponsor.  After one 
accepts this invitation they complete an application.  The 
Emmaus leaders prayerfully consider each applicant and 
in God’s time, the person is invited to attend a three-day 
experience of New Testament Christianity as a lifestyle.

Following the three-day experience, participants are joined 
in small groups to support each other in their ongoing walk 
with Christ.

 Through the formational process of accountable 
discipleship in small groups and participation in the Emmaus 
community, each participant’s individual gifts and servant-
leadership skills are developed for use in the local church 
and its mission.  Participants are encouraged to find ways 
to live out their individual call to discipleship in their home, 
church, and community. 

The objective of Emmaus is to inspire, challenge, and equip 
the local church members for Christian action in their 
homes, churches, communities and places of work.  Emmaus 
lifts up a way for our grace-filled lives to be lived and shared 
with others.

Who should go to Emmaus?

Emmaus is open to members of any Christian denomination. 
Emmaus is for the development of Christian leaders who:

Are members of a local church

Have a desire to strengthen their spiritual lives

Emmaus Community
WHILE THEY WERE TALKING & DISCUSSING, JESUS HIMSELF CAME NEAR AND WALKED 
WITH THEM. - LUKE 24:15

Opportunities

Next Men’s Walk
September 14th-16th

Next Women’s Walk
September 28th-30th

Mount Pisgah’s Emmaus 
Community members 
meet on the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month 
at 9:30am in the Parlor.

Contact: Larry Holmquist 
holmquist@bellsouth.net
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May have unanswered questions about their faith

Understand that being a Christian involves responsibility

Are willing to dedicate their everyday lives to God in an 
ongoing manner.

What happens on the Emmaus Weekend?

You will enjoy three days of singing, learning, laughing, 
worshiping, reflecting, praying and participating in small 
groups.  Discussions center around fifteen talks given by laity 
and clergy.  These talks present the theme of God’s grace, 
how that grace comes alive in the Christian community and 
how it is expressed in the world.  You’ll also discover how 
grace is real in your life, how you live a life of grace, and how 
you bring that grace to others. 

You will have the opportunity to participate in the daily 
celebration of Holy Communion and to understand more 
fully the body of Christ.  You will experience God’s grace 
through the prayers and acts of anonymous service 
offered by the Emmaus community.  You will leave with an 
experience of Christian love in action that will equip you for 
new levels of grace-filled service and leadership.

What Happens After the Emmaus Weekend?

You are invited to have a closer walk with Christ for the rest 
of your life; this is called the Fourth Day.  Those who attend a 
Walk to Emmaus are encouraged to:

Expand their own spiritual lives through worship, study and 
active participation in their local church

Become more active disciples of Christ in service to the 
world

 To nurture this process of discipleship, the Emmaus 
movement offers specific opportunities.  First, groups of 
four to six people meet weekly to reflect on their spiritual 
journey and encourage one another in accountable 
discipleship.  Second, there are monthly community 
gatherings where Emmaus participants meet for fellowship, 
worship and instruction.  Third, community members are 
regularly informed of the support needs of upcoming Walk 
to Emmaus weekends, and other opportunities for servant 
leadership.

“I continue to dream and pray 
about a revival of holiness in 
our day that moves forth in 
mission and creates authentic 
community in which each person 
can be unleashed through the 
empowerment of the Spirit to 
fulfill God’s creational intentions.”
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Caring for the Caregiver
The newly organized Caregiver Support Group meets monthly on 
the 4th Tuesday from 11:00am-12:00pm in the Conference Room. 
All caregivers are welcome to come and learn and share. If you 
are not a caregiver and know of someone who is, please spread 
the word about this beneficial resource available at Mount Pisgah 
Church. Contact: Rachel Hilburt - 336-355-9267.

Alcoholics
 Anonymous

Meetings weekly.

The group meets in the 
Fellowship Hall at 8:00pm.

Tuesday Morning 
Prayer Group

Women meet weekly for prayer 
in the Conference Room @ 

7:30am.

Al-Anon

Meetings weekly.

The group meets in the Parlor 
at 8:00pm.

Groups of all sizes meet throughout the week at Mount Pisgah 
Church. Connecting in groups was one of John Wesley’s (founder of 
Methodism) vehicles for igniting a spiritual movement that swept 
across the world. It is our challenge to connect with a group that will 
encourage and grow us in our faith. 

Weekday Discipleship

Young Adult 
Small Groups

Small groups for singles, college-aged individuals, and young 
families are beginning this fall. These groups will meet in homes, 
at church, and around dinner tables. Contact Cody Johnsen at       
cody@mtpisgahgso.org to be connected. 
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Prayer Bead Workshop
If you’d like to learn to make and pray with Prayer Beads, plan to attend one of these Prayer Bead 

Workshops led by Pat Marsh.

September 12th, 19th, 26th @10:00am-12:00pm

September 14th, 21st, 28th @6:30pm-8:30pm

Materials will be provided, but if you have needle nose pliers, bring them.

Classes will be held in the Page Classroom, Room 114.

Limit 25 per workshop (Sign up ONLINE) - Donations for materials accepted.

Men’s Prayer   
Group

Meetings every Thursday in the 
Parlor at 8:30am.

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry

Meeting for fellowship and 
service. The group knits prayer 

shawls for outreach and 
comfort.

Call  office for dates/times.
Room 114

ThuMBS UP 
Bible Study

Women’s Bible Study group, 
studying Beth Moore’s, 
“Children of the Day.” 

Thurs., Sept. 21st - Nov. 16th   
@ 9:15am

OR Sun., Sept. 24th - Nov. 19th 
@ 3:00pm
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Who: All are welcome—children, youth & adults.  Invite your friends!

What: 8 Weeks of Fellowship, Discipleship & Growth Opportunities

When: Wednesdays, Sept. 27th through Dec. 6th, 5:30pm-7:30pm

Where: Dinner - Fellowship Hall—$7 Adults, $5 Seniors, $3.50 Children

(Prices reflect portion size)

             Children’s Choir - Choir Room

             Discipleship Opportunities- Education Wing (1st & 2nd level)

How: Sign up for classes ONLINE (MyMtP Link) or on the bulletin board  

          outside the main offi ce.

Children’s Choir 
2nd-5th Grade: 6:00pm-6:40pm
4yrs - 1st Grade: 6:40pm-7:00pm

Childcare (0-3yrs) 6:00pm - 8:00pm

Kids’ Club 
2nd-5th Grade: 6:40pm - 7:15pm
Godly Play: 
4yrs - 1st Grade: 6:00pm - 6:40pm

PASTORAL LECTURE SERIES - REV. JEFF JOHNSEN & REV. MYRON WILKINS
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Sunday Mornings
Sunday mornings mean worship, learning, and fun 

for our children. 

Infant Childcare @ 8:30am - 12:15pm 

Preschool Sunday School @ 9:45am - 10:45am

Elementary Sunday School @ 9:45am - 10:45am

Children’s Church @ 11:00am - 12:15pm

Preschool Childcare @ 11:00am - 12:15pm

Check out the opportunities for the smallest disciples at Mount 
Pisgah Church.

Children’s Discipleship

Wednesday Evenings
We dig further into the Word and use our musical 
talents on a fun-filled Wednesday night!

Infant Childcare @ 6:00pm - 8:00pm 

Godly Play (for Preschoolers) @ 6:00pm-6:40pm 

Celebration Choir (2nd-5th Grade) @ 6:00pm - 
6:40pm

Cherub Choir (4yrs - 1st Grade) @ 6:40pm - 7:00pm 

Kids’ Club (2nd - 5th Grade) @ 6:40pm - 7:15pm

Children can join the Kids’ Club after Choir practice is over.

Kids’ Prayer Workshop
October 1st @  4:00pm, Room 207

As the community prepares to gather for a Prayer 
Encounter, and the Church launches a Prayer Room, 
we would like to invest equally in our children; that 
they would know the power of prayer in their lives, 
even at a young age. 

Children and families participate together in 
stations, prayer-bead making, and more!
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Contact Rev. Kim Miller (kim@mtpisgahgso.org) to register your 3rd Grader!



Youth 
Discipleship

“Whobodies” is the student ministry here at Mount Pisgah Church. The name “Whobodies” 
was inspired by the book Whobody There by Charles and Anne Morse. Each “Whobody” 
is a unique, unrepeatable miracle of God. It is that message with which our students are 
equipped to go into the world and love like Jesus; with truth and grace. 

If you are a student in grades 6 through 12, you are invited to join us!

Sunday 
Mornings

Depending upon 
which worship 

service you attend, 
youth can pick a 
Sunday School 

class at 9:45am or 
11:00am in Room 

206.

Sunday 
Evenings 

4:30pm - 6:00pm, Room 206

Small Groups - These create an 
opportunity to dive deeper into 

scripture, cultural relevance, 
personal experiences, etc. in 

relation to the devotion topic.

Worship - Worship Workshop 
will be hosted once/month 

(before Whobodies) by Frank 
Roughgarden. The goal of 

this program is to empower 
musicians within our group, 
consequently improving the 

overall worship experience. If 
you or someone you know is 

interested, mark your calendars 
for Sept 17th, Oct. 15th, Nov. 

19th, and Dec. 10th at 3:00pm. 
Contact: Frank Roughgarden      

f.roughgarden@
merchantssales.com.

Monday 
Evenings
6:30pm, Christ UMC 

Basketball and 
fellowship! After 

playing basketball, 
one of the 

Whobodies gives 
a devotion. This 
is a wonderful 

opportunity for our 
youth to practice 

Christian leadership 
and invest in their 

peers. Food is 
provided!
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Hi.

I have not formally introduced myself to all of 
you. I am Dayna Paslay, the new Youth Direc-
tor at Mount Pisgah Church. In addition to 
being your new Youth Director, I am also a 
full-time graduate student at UNCG studying 
Speech-Language Pathology. 

I am very happy to be here and excited about 
serving alongside you. I have worked and 
served at several churches in the past and 
have seen a variety of congregations. I believe 
Mount Pisgah is in the perfect position to be 
instrumental in the lives of its young people. 

Here we go......

Dayna



Young Adult 
Ministry

Hospitality Team
Opportunity

 We will be launching a new hospitality ministry 
on Sunday mornings at 9:30am-10:00am. This 
ministry will include greeting people in the parking 
lot, showing new visitors where to go, and offering 
information about the Church. If this is something 
you are interested in, please contact Cody Johnsen 
(cody@mtpisgahgso.org) or Rev. Kim Miller (kim@
mtpisgahgso.org). We will have a training during the 
week of September 17th. 

Passion Conference
The Passion Conference is January 1st-3rd, 
2018 in Atlanta GA.  Over 50,000 students 
and adults attend. 

Mount Pisgah Church has purchased 20 
tickets at the “early bird” rate and has 
received funding to help cover most of the 
costs. Right now, the total cost of the trip 
for each individual will be $50 (not counting 
food), which will cover 2-nights hotel 
accomodations and gas. 

Dayna Pasley and Cody Johnsen have 
been working on creating a criteria to help 
students and adults attend. We want the 
young adult members at Mount Pisgah to 
be empowered by the Holy Spirit and to 
reward those who have been involved in our 
programs. 

God is going to move in the life of our 
group in a mighty way. The target age of 
Passion attendees is 18-25 years, however, 
older individuals can go as counselors. The 
$50 registration fee is due upon sign-up. 
Please see the Mount Pisgah website 
for a list of criteria for obtaining tickets 
(mtpisgahgso.org/passion).

For more information on the trip, please 
visit: 268generation.com or contact                                           
Dayna (dayna@mtpisgahgso.org) or                                  
Cody (cody@mtpisgahgso.org).

Small Group Leader 
Spotlight

Brandon and Amy Leebrick have been married for 
over 11 years and have three boys, twin four-year 
olds and a one-year old. Brandon is an attorney 
who practices healthcare law in North and South 
Carolina. Amy is a former teacher who now stays at 
home with her three children and volunteers with 
local ministries.

Q: What led you to Mount Pisgah Church?

A: We started attending Mount Pisgah Church about 
4 years ago, soon after our twin boys were born. We 
were first drawn to the church because we were in 
survival-mode with the twins, and we needed a

Contined next page...26 



Mount Pisgah has reserved 20 tickets. For criteria on obtaining 
your tickets, check the Mount Pisgah website at 

mtpisgahgso.org/passion.

Small Group Leader Continued...

church that accommodated the babies’ morning 
nap schedule. We were happy to find that Mount 
Pisgah offered 3 service times and a number 
of ministries that served families with children, 
including the Weekday School. We found the 
church members welcoming and friendly, and we 
ultimately joined Mount Pisgah, because we felt 
connected with the Church’s desire to minister to 
those in need and to follow God’s will. 

Q: What do you enjoy about Mt. Pisgah 
Church?

A: We have some really great people at Mount 
Pisgah who have a heart for helping others and 
sharing Christ, and that is encouraging to us. We 
are very grateful for the Children’s Ministry and the 
Weekday School, which is helping shape our boys’ 
faith in and understanding of God.  

Q: What is your favorite part about the 
Young Adult Ministry?

A: We are thrilled about the potential for this 
ministry to support current believers and reach 
younger people who do not know the joy of a 

personal relationship with Jesus Christ. A staggering 
number of younger people, unfortunately, do not 
see the purpose of church and have given up on 
Church altogether. We are very thankful that Mount 
Pisgah is dedicated to reaching young adults and 
families and helping them deepen their faith and 
relationship with God.

Q: What excites you the most about being a 
small group leader?

A: We have become friends with other young adults 
and families in our church over the past several 
years, and we cherish those friendships. But, so 
many times we find ourselves saying, “We need to 
get together more.” And, the reality is that life is 
busy, so we have to take purposeful steps to find 
time for fellowship and discipleship because it 
usually doesn’t happen on its own. We are grateful 
to be given the opportunity to organize some quality 
time with other families so that we can deepen our 
faith in God and grow in our friendships.



Celebrating 
our Church 
Family

20 - Carolyn Lovelace

21 - Brenda Bell, Jo Lawrence

22 - Louise Floyd, Bill Helt, Sharon Hundley, Linda 
Hilburn, Steve Darnell

23 - Nick Divitci

24 - Tom Shelton, Sr., Ann Sayles, Deb Foley

26 - Barbara Priddy, Jan Brown, Ama Yeboah, Adam 
Shirley, Riley Ramseur

27  - Nancy Gryder, Kay Bettini, Linwood Ferguson

28 - Mary Ellen Dickinson, Elsie Turner, Debbie Taylor

30 - Eleanor Cranford, Sue UpchurchBirthdays
1 - BeJay Thompson, Claudia Sur, Haley 
Miller

2 - Lee Booth, Larry Holmquist

4 - Alma Daniel, Mary York, Margie     
Brown, Matt Toney, Ben Cormack

5 - Frank Muire

7 - Bob Tursky

8 - Margie Collins, Caroline Sharp

9 - Travis Dail, Ogo Idowu

10 - Dot Alley

11 - Michael Idowu

12 - Lacy Payne, Todd Brown

13 - Chris Jones, Rice Carter

14 - Pat Lawing, Pam Pegram, David Whitley

15 - Brice Gardner, Hilda Evans, Kathy 
Cormack, Mitzi McLaurin

16 - Christy  Comer

17 - Mac McCollum, Vickie Plott, Carolyn 
Grimes

18 - Pat Marsh, Donald Thomas, Jr. , Amy 
Thabet, Rayna McLaurin

19 - Betty Vossers, Wallace Wilson, Holly 
Deuterman

Anniversaries
1 - Robert & Eileen Shubert

2 - Frank & Ama Yeboah

5 - Gary & Sandra Wegner

6 - Gene & Ann Tanner

12 - Walt & Gina York

15 - Jeff & Glenda Burkett, Tim & Christy Stream

17 - Fletcher & Jerry Riffey

18 - Bob & Brenda Bell

21 - Kerry & Betty Eggleston

24 - Tripp & Amy Miller

27 - Jim & Jane Buchanan

30 - Bob & Ginger Pfister, Brad & Amy Thabet, 
Bill & Stacy Thomson

Answers to August’s 
“Mission Quiz”
1. A

2. D

3. A

4. D

5. B

6. C

7, 8. B & D

9. C

10. C

11. A

17. B

18. A

19. D

20. C

21. A

12. D

13. A

14. D

15. B

16. C

22. B

23. C

24. D

25. C

26. D

27. C
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Memorials
Budget

In memory of John Vossers by Crafty Cut Ups, 
Kirkwood Presbyterian Church; Bingo Club @ 
Abbotswood; Jack, Nancy, Alexandra & Erin 
Kelly; Anne Greider

Medical Equipment

In memory of Danny Gryder by Nancy Gryder

Mobile Meals

In memory of  Gerry Belk by Page Bible Class; 
Jerry & Cynthia Wall; Bob & Larky Johnson

Whobodies

In memory of Dave Robertson by Patricia 
Krafft

Notes of Thanks
Mount Pisgah Church,

Thanks so much for the thoughtful memo-
rial that was given in honor of my DAd, Bill 
Howell.

He loved this church and so appreciated 
the wonderful home visits he and Mom 
received from the shut-in team.

Thanks also to Jeff & Cody for the many 
visits, as well. We all feel belssed to be a 
part of such a kind and caring Church. 

Love & Blessings,

Melinda H. Smith

Dear Mount Pisgah UMC friends,

Thank you to Debbi Nix for being such a 
charming courier and to you all for the 
16 baby caps! We never seem to have 
enough and this is our “busy season.” 
Many thanks for keeing our babies in your 
thoughts and prayers. 

Ginger Penley, Dir. of V. Services

Women’s Hospital

Worship Partners
September 3rd

Greeters (8:30am): Bill & Joann Cooper

(11:00am): Christina & Jilda Jehu-Appiah

Ushers (8:30am): Spencer Ferguson, Pat Manahan, 
Dennis Scheer & Bob Johnson

(11:00am): Mac McNairy, Mark Nolte, Ann & Gene 
Tanner

September 10th

Greeters (8:30am): Joy Horton

(11:00am): Vaughan Long

Ushers (8:30am): Spencer Ferguson, Pat Manahan, 
Dennis Scheer & Bob Johnson

(11:00am): Bob Tursky, Rick King, Charles Moon, 
Leo Schaaf 

September 17th

Greeters (8:30am): Ann Table

(11:00am): John Woolsey

Ushers (8:30am): Spencer Ferguson, Pat Manahan, 
Dennis Scheer & Bob Johnson

(11:00am): Randy Lewis, Ned Jones, Tim & Christy  
Stream

September 24th

Greeters (8:30am): Terry Seaks

(11:00am): Jackie Dinkins

Ushers (8:30am): Spencer Ferguson, Pat Manahan, 
Dennis Scheer & Bob Johnson

(11:00am): Bill Apple, Gaye Clifton, Ken Clifton, 
Wallace Wilson 

Altar Guild (8:30am): Robbin Ferguson, 
(11:00am): Percy Ann Edmundson

Bereavement Team: Joann Cooper
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