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Transition Time
June 2018
In this season of
transition, we welcome
onto staff our new
Director of Christian
Education, Dana
Hanlon, and Treasurer, Allan Leach beginning
on June 1st. We celebrated on May 20th with the
staff who were leaving; giving a nice gift from the
Church during our covered dish luncheon. Rev.
Kim Miller’s last day with us will be on June 24th,
on which she will be delivering all of the morning
sermons. Her text is Matthew 16:13-19.
June is always a month of transition in the lives
of our families in the Church. As May ends, all
of our Weekday School, college and graduate
degrees have been awarded. Our families are
celebrating all kinds of graduations. These
are great times as families come together and
celebrate accomplishments. I was fortunate to
have my grandparents present when I graduated
from high school, college, graduate school, as well
as when I was ordained as a Methodist minister.
On June 10th, the Church will recognize our high
school, college, graduate, and doctoral graduation
achievements.
On the first Sunday in June, the Church will kickoff
the “GSO Event.” The event will be on Saturday,
August 18th from 9:00 - 11:30am in the church
parking lot. The Church will be providing 1000
backpacks for kids in the community. This is a
great opportunity to bless the community and
build relationships. This event will be held under
a huge tent where there will be several different
stations. The plan is to have stations of prayer
support, bouncy rides, food, haircuts, and health
screenings to name a few.
What can you do to help? The first thing we need
is for you to PRAY for God’s favor on this event.
Second, a family is giving a $5000 matching gift
to support this needed event. If you feel led
to give, mark your check “GSO Event.” Third,
each backpack will have supplies already in the
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backpacks. We need these supplies to be brought
to the church by July 29th. Any questions about the
backpacks or supplies should be directed to Glenda
Smith at ksmith6645@aol.com. The items we need:
• Ticonderoga #2 pencils
• 2 pocket folder
• 24-count Crayola crayons
• 1 subject spiral notebook
• 12-count colored pencils
• ink pens (black or blue)
There are clear bins located in the church narthex
and in the Fellowship Hall, marked “GSO Event,”
where you can drop off your items. The following
Sunday morning, the 19th, we will have one worship
service, outside, under the tent with a combined
choir with participants from “The Mount” and the
Traditional service. Worship will be followed by a
Church cookout.
On June 24th-27th, the Western North Carolina
Annual Conference will convene at the beautiful
and historic Lake Junaluska. Pastor Donald and I
are required to go, but Mount Pisgah has several
Church and at-large delegates who will be present.
Please include these people in your prayers: Marc
Bumgarner, Cody Johnsen, Greg Light, Vaughan
Long, Jerry Snyder, and Stacy Thomson. Amberly
Johnston will be participating in the worship
services, while Russ Gordon will be present as a
part of the Evangelical Movement Leadership. On
Wednesday, June 27th, I will be appointed to my
third year as Mount Pisgah’s Senior Pastor. Donald
Thomas will be appointed to his eighth year as
Associate Pastor, and Cody Johnsen to his first year
as Associate Pastor. We will also be receiving a new
Northern Piedmont District Superintendent, the
Rev. Beverly Coppley. The Rev. Dr. Nancy Rankin is
retiring after 35 years of service. A celebration is
planned for her at Christ UMC at 4:00pm on June
3rd.

Vacation Bible School starts June 25th-28th
from 9:00am-noon. Please take time to register
your child or grandchildren as well as volunteer
your help. The VBS theme is “Babylon: Daniel’s
Courage in Captivity.” Children will learn how to
be faithful in strange places and how to share
their faith among people who don’t understand
our God.
On Wednesday,
June 27th, we are
gathering for a
Movie Night with a
missionary, Jungle
Jen (Jennifer
Foster). She is
originally from
Greensboro and
has a dynamic
ministry (Stand Out Ministries) in the Amazon.
She produced a movie about her journeys, and
we will be showing the feature film. This movie
is for the whole Church and, YES, we will be
having popcorn and movie treats! Thanks to
Libby Selby for leading this special night. Jungle
Jen will also be present during VBS as a guest
speaker. Our offering this year from VBS will go
toward her ministry which offers Christ to those
who have never heard of him before.
So, yes, this is a season of transition, but God
has proved himself faithful to Mount Pisgah all
of our years, and we trust Him for many more
wonderful things as we move forward with an
unapologetic faith!

Rev. Jeff Johnsen

UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH UPDATE
The United Methodist Church has struggled
for many years regarding the church’s stance
toward LGBTQ issues as outlined in the Book
of Discipline, the denomination’s policy book.
Recently a report was presented to the Council
of Bishops regarding possible solutions for a
way forward on this issue.
The details of the report are expected to be
released in early July. It should be noted that any
change to the Book of Discipline would require a
2/3 majority vote to be accepted at the February
2019 General Conference.
As more information becomes available, we will
share with you.
Rick King

special prayers
These young adults are spending their summer
serving beyond our community in the name of
Christ and need our prayers.
Kristina Clifton is serving in her 3rd year at Camp
Tekoa as a Family Group Leader & lifeguard. Her
parents are Ken & Gaye Clifton.
Alex Holmes is serving for eight weeks in an
organization called City Church. The first six
weeks will be spent in NYC, and his last two
weeks in Iceland. His parents are Brent & Karen
Holmes.
Jake Brandberg is serving for four weeks with
CRU in Sweden. His parents are John & Cheryl
Brandberg.

Financial Corner
Upcoming Scripture Readings
for our Year in the Word:
June 3rd - 1 Samuel 16-31
June 10th - 2 Samuel 1-10
June 17th - 2 Samuel 11-24

(through June 1st)
2018 Actual: $468,745
2017 Actual: $461,895
2018 Budget: $451,786

(These numbers are found in your weekly
bulletin.)
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News from the SPRC

We have been meeting frequently for the last several weeks, doing interviews to replace the three staff
who are in transition. We celebrated with these staff members on May 20th with a covered dish luncheon and a gift from the Church. Ray Marsh, Treasurer, will serve his last day on June 1st after serving
on staff for 5 ½ years. Dayna Paslay, Interim Director of Youth Ministries, has graduated with her master’s degree and begins her new job in June as a Speech Pathologist here in Greensboro. Her last day
on staff is June 1st. Rev. Kim Miller, after serving for 1 ½ years, will be moving back to Ohio and will be
taking a full-time appointment as Senior Minister at Forest Park UMC in Lima.
We have successfully hired Dana Hanlon (to replace Rev. Kim Miller) to be the new Director of Christian
Education. She will work primarily with the children and serve as supervisor to the Director of Youth Ministries. She has 20+ years of experience and served 18 of her 20+ years in ministry at Oak Ridge UMC.
Allan Leach was hired to replace Ray Marsh as the new Treasurer. Both positions will begin on June 1st.
Please join us in welcoming Dana and Allan to the staff.

Dana Hanlon—Director of Christian Education
Dana received her associate degree in Japanese language and culture as
an exchange student at Nagasaki Wesleyan Junior College in Nagasaki
Japan in 1987. She earned her undergraduate in religion and philosophy
from Greensboro College in 1989. She also earned a Master of Arts in
Christian Education and Youth Ministry from Pfeiffer University in 2000.
She is the current president of the Western North Carolina Christians
Engaged in Faith Formation (WNC CEF) organization. Dana was a
presenter at the National CEF Conference in 2008. Her topic was “Families
in Crisis, how to minister with, by and for them.” She is a trained trainer
for Safe Sanctuaries in the WNCC and assists churches with developing
their small group ministries. She fully believes in the connectional aspect
of the United Methodist Church and tries to mentor other churches as needed. She has served as her
local PTA President, Beautification Chair and Finance Secretary over the last 20 years. She has served
at Irving Park UMC and Oak Ridge UMC and is excited to join the ministry staff at Mount Pisgah UMC.
Dana married Bobby Hanlon in 1991. They have four children—Danny, who recently graduated with
his master’s in architecture; Samantha, a senior at Pfeiffer University studying practical theology with
a minor in missions in the world; Alyson, a high school senior; and Robbie, a high school sophomore.
Bobby passed away in 2014 after a seven year battle with cancer. Dana is also a Guilford County foster
parent.

Allan Leach—Treasurer
Allan received his BSBA degree with a concentration in accounting from
West Virginia University in 1972. He started his career in public accounting
with Arthur Anderson & Co. He eventually left
public accounting to work in private industry.
We are still interviewing
He has held various accounting positions
for the Director of Youth
throughout his career and is currently the
Ministries position, and
controller for Mac-Vann, Inc. He and his wife
our goal is to have the
Cathy are members of Mount Pisgah UMC and candidate in place by
raised their three children (Tanya, Kelly, and
July 1st.
Matt) here. Allan has been active in the Church
Steve Woodard,
and United Methodist Men, holding various
positions through the years.
Chairman, SPRC
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Exciting news from
the Prayer Room
by rachel hilbert

When I entered the prayer room to
experience the awesome effect of the newly
installed stained glass window, I could only
respond with silence. Then tears came as I
tried to absorb the grandeur of this image
of Jesus. Many thoughts of what Jesus
might be saying to me came to mind in His
familiar words I have read and heard from
the Scriptures. “Come to me all you who are
weary and burdended, and I will give you
rest...” or in John 14:27, He says, “Peace I
leave with you, my peace I give you.” And,
in John 8:12, He says, “I am the light of the
world. He who follows me will not walk in
darkness, but have the light of life.”
I think the artist is posing the question
to each one who views the awesome
representations of Jesus, “What is Jesus
saying to you?”
The window is a gift from Libby and Charlie
Hundley. It was given to the Glen Alpine
Presbyterian Church near Morganton, NC
in memory of Libby’s grandparents by her
parents. When the Church, which was 102
years old, was recalled last year, the window
was given back to the family. Libby offered it
to Mount Pisgah for the Prayer Room.
We are so grateful for this great and
precious fift from Libby and Charlie
Hundley, and Libby’s parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Worth Giles, Mr. and Mrs. Butler Giles, and
Walter Giles.
We extend appreciation to the Mount Pisgah
Volunteer work team and to Keith Smith and
his workmen who are responsible for trips
to securely bring the window to Greensboro
and install it. This is truly a gift from God to
Mount Pisgah. May Jesus Christ become the
center of our lives, as He is the center of our
Prayer Room, where we gather to pray in
His name.
5
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Fellowship Hall
Expansion
Update from the trustees
The Church Council in January of 2018, as a part of
a 6x6 goal, authorized the Trustees to ”explore t he
possibilities of expanding the fellowship area
to meet the needs and ministries of Mt Pisgah
Church.” The Trustees proceeded with an
exploratory group (study committee) to explore and
study the expansion. A wonderful gift of $500,000
was donated to our Church with the request that it
be used for this purpose. Note that no money has
been spent to this point. Following is a summary of
actions taken so far:
• Met with five contractors, some more than once,
five architects, and had a pre-development
meeting with the city of Greensboro
• Met with two civil engineers and the city of
Greensboro stormwater management department
and discussed stormwater management for this
project
• Solicited and received input from members of
the congregation
• Ideas from the congregation, contractors and
architects were used to create some concept
sketches. Consideration was given to each of the 13
concepts as to practicality, best use of our
money, and needed additional fellowship area
space. These ideas were also looked at by some
of the contractors and architects in follow-up
meetings to confirm some of our thoughts as to
cost and function.
• We have narrowed our focus to two basic
concepts. One of those has three variations. Nine
of the concepts were set aside for various reasons;
i.e. too costly, not meeting our needs, or just
impractical for our site.
Option #1 (the least expensive): Bump out each end
of the existing Fellowship Hall and add a permanent
stage area in the back bump out. This option would
provide about 2900 square feet of open floor space,
an increase from the current 1700 that is being
used. The result would create a long narrow space.

The obvious advantage to Option 1 is the lower cost.
The disadvantage is the narrow “bowling alley” effect.
Six members of the study team visited another church
with an existing fellowship hall similar to what ours
would look like with this option. This concept is
acoustically challenging. This concept creates a
disruption and loss of use for fellowship and worship
during construction.
Option #2 (including some variables in size): This option
would require a capital campaign to see if the
congregation is interested in a larger option. This
option creates a new Fellowship Hall between the
Stew Hut and the kitchen, with a connector hall/
gathering area along the front of the building. This
option would provide 4,000 to 4,500 square feet of
open floor space in a square shape with additional
square footage for a bathroom area, a stage, and
some storage. A square space better suits the needs of
a fellowship area. Four members of our team visited a
newly constructed fellowship hall with a square
shape which allowed us to see the advantage of this
concept. This option retains our old fellowship hall;
which gives us additional area to be used for some
other options (i.e. gathering, recreation, storage,
office space, expansion of kitchen area, etc.), none of
which have been discussed at any length. This
option would require an additional 500k to 1 million,
depending on the size chosen. The variable to this
concept would be based on the congregation’s
willingness to support it with additional funding above
the initial 500k gift.
We have reached a point that requires us to obtain
some preliminary floor plans and some renderings of
these options for a minimal cost to share with the
congregation for feedback.
Each of the two options has advantages and
disadvantages but the biggest consideration is that
we are being good stewards of the congregation’s
resources and supporting the wishes of the members
of Mt. Pisgah.
Please keep this project in your prayers.
Bill Thomson, Chair
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Graduate Pictures
Graduates, please send a baby
picture, recent picture, and a
graduation picture to kim@
mtpisgahgso.org by June 4th.
Please also send your favorite
Bible verse. We will use these
items in a special video during our
worship services on June 10th.

Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid;
do not be discouraged, for the Lord your
God will be with you wherever you go.”
Joshua 1:9

Worship Partners
June 3rd
Greeters (8:30am): Barbara Hill
(11:00am): Ronda and Jim Foster

June 17th

Greeters (8:30am): Nancy Bond
(11:00am): Kat and Mike Cline

Ushers (8:30am): Spencer Ferguson,
Ushers (8:30am): Spencer Ferguson,
Pat Manahan, Dennis Scheer & Bob
Pat Manahan, Dennis Scheer & Bob
Johnson
Johnson
(11:00am): Randy Lewis, Ned Jones,
(11:00am): Mac McNairy, Mark
Tim & Christy Stream
Nolte, Ann & Gene Tanner

June 10th

June 24th

Greeters (8:30am): Betty Collins
(11:00am):Luci and Primo Molinari

Greeters (8:30am): UMW Sunday
(11:00am): UMW Sunday

Ushers (8:30am): Spencer Ferguson, Ushers (8:30am): Spencer Ferguson,
Pat Manahan, Dennis Scheer & Bob Pat Manahan, Dennis Scheer & Bob
Johnson
Johnson
(11:00am): Bob Tursky, Rick King,
Charles Moon, Leo Schaaf
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(11:00am): Bill Apple, Ken & Gaye
Clifton, Wallace Wilson

Altar Guild
(8:30am):
Rochelle Brown
(11:00am): Ronda
Foster, Elsie Turner
Bereavement Team:
Sue Eaker

The East Missional
Greensboro Network
The luncheon for its senior members will be
held on Tuesday, June 12 at 11:00am at Laughlin
Memorial United Methodist Church, 1417 Huffine
Mill Rd. The church bus will run and will pick up
members from Abbotswood. A sign-up sheet to
attend is on the bulletin board by the elevator.
For questions, contact Rev. Donald Thomas, 336288-3321.

Pancake Breakfast

Operation Christmas Child
Exciting changes are coming, so stay tuned!
In the meantime, collect items for your shoe
boxes & for our Nov. 11th Packing Party. June’s
“Items of the Month” are soaps, washcloths, and
sunglasses. We always need empty shoe boxes for
wrapping. Donations can be left in the blue tote
(Volunteer’s Office). Questions? Contact Kathy
Sharp (Danielsmom7808@aol.com) or Gina York
(gdovel116@aol.com).

Greensboro Grasshoppers

On Saturday, June 16th, 8:00-10:30am, in the
Fellowship Hall. The United Methodist Men
(UMM) will provide a Pancake Breakfast. We
will accept donations to support our service
activities throughout the year.

July 27th at 7:00pm, $9.00 per ticket — There is a signup sheet on the bulletin board outside of room #110.
If you would like to ride the bus, it will leave at 6:00pm,
and seats are first come, first served.

Henderson Setttlement
Meeting

South Dakota Mission Team
Gearing Up for Departure

There will be a meeting on Sunday, June
10th in the Page Classroom for everyone
scheduled to go on the Henderson
Settlement Trip September 4th-8th.

South Dakota Mission meeting will be held on
Sunday, June 3rd, 2:00-4:00pm in the John Bennett
classroom (#112).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Prayer Requests
Concerns
Daryl Lundy, Pat Bunce, Jodie Nelson, Ben Lewis,
Rick and Pat Snead, Todd Brown, Jim Brown, Brian
Oakes, Gina York

Births
Congratulations to Brett and Emily Green upon the
birth of their daughter, Scarlett Virginia Green, on
May 14th in Boone.
Congratulations to Jonathan and Sarah Riffey upon
the birth of their son, Ellis Jonathan Riffey, on May
2nd in Greensboro.

We extend our love and sympathy to Charles
Moon and family upon the death of his mother,
Nell Moon, on May 29th in Salisbury.

New Members
On Sunday May 27th, Lierre Elizabeth and Holly
Ruth Bloch were baptized.
Michael, Desiree, Taylor & Caitlyn Wilson joined by
profession of faith on May 27th. Both Taylor and
Caitlyn were baptized as well.
Landon Austin Norman, son of Tim and Shannon
Norman was baptized on May 13th.

Deaths

Marriages

We extend our love and sympathy to Ann Helms,
Kathy Tate, Dianne Vance and Gina York and
families upon the death of their husband, father,
brother and uncle, Reid Helms, on May 15th in
Greensboro.

Congratulations to Sina Pipkin and Kurt Jarrell
upon their marriage dedication on May 26th at
Mt. Pisgah.
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Celebrating
our Church
Family

June Birthdays

12 - Brian Oakes, David Andrews, Sarah Agyapong
13 - Terry Delagrange, Paul Fitzpatrick, Ty Ritchie
14 - Vicki Woodard, Andy Comer, Brandon Earl, Eric
Rhyne
15 - Vern Boland, Pat Powell, Allen Leebrick
16 - Dave Snare, Faye Draughn, Donna Jones, Ruby Hall
17 - Doug Hinton, Suzy Collins
18 - Darrell Sayles, Hannah Agyapong
19 - Todd McCurry, Jeff Smith, Kimberly Yates
20 - Eileen Little, Riley Ciccone, Virginia Beard
21 - Rich Carrera, Pam Inman

1 - John Ross

22 - Joyce Jones, Sherry Bailey, Olivia Sharp

2 - Becky Beck, Michelle Mayo

23 - Patricia Dunn, Donald Beal, Kathy Sharp, Tyler
Rhyne

3 - Paul Roethlinger, Jr.

4 - Jack Kerns, Marcy Hayden, Wally Pegram, Chris 24 - Sue Eaker, Beth Barnwell, Marc Bumgarner, Jake
Ramseur
Brandberg, Jack McHone, June Torbett
5 - Veronica Henderson, Mark M. Nolte

25 - Maxine Cole, Brianna Shewfelt

6 - Richard Furr, Debbie HIll, Dan Johnson,
Michael Laws, Lauren Rigby, Cory Wagner

26 - Barbara Oakes, Claudia Dreitzler, Page Chandler,
Stacy Thomson, Donna McCurry, Holly Root, Emma
Brandberg

7 - Ruth Ozment, Rob Booth

27 - Primo Molinari

8 - Larry Cox, Keith Ingold, Ryan Johnson

28 - Tyler Barnwell

9 - Kathy Tate
10 - Frances McDaniel, Tom Smith, Amy Teoh
11 - Hank Thompson

29 - Gennie Barnes, Linda Smith, Chuck Cormack, Becky
Foxx, Sophie Ritchie, Clementine Earl
30 - Dean Joyce

June Anniversaries
4 - Jeff & Suzy Collins
5 - James & Teresa Edwards
6 - John, IV & Peachy Beard
7 - Bill & Vickie Apple, Mark & Susan
Matthews, Michael & Lauren Rigby
9 - Bubba, III & Shelia Klinefelter
12 - John & Cheryl Brandberg
14 - Thad & Mitzi McLaurin
15 - Page & Amy Chandler

17 - Charlie, Jr. & Libby
Hundley
20 - Michael & Lisa Gibbs
21 - Bill & Terry Edwards
22 - Larry & Cindy Holmquist
23 - Chuck, Jr. & Becky Ernest,
Daniel & Michelle Mayo
24 - Bobby & Cathy Church,
Paul & Jenny Fitzpatrick
25 - Don & Claudia Dreitzler,
Josh & Rebecca Lee

26 - Mitch & Ivy Simmons
27 - Brett & Emily Green,
Ned & Ann Jones
28 - Tim & Shannon
Norman
29 - Bill & Marcia
Heintzelman
30 - Abbie & Michelle
Koranteng

Thank You Notes
Dear Mount Pisgah friends,
Words cannot express our sincere appreciation for
the concern and kindness you all showed us during
Reid’s illness and passing on May 15th. Thank you so
much for your thoughts, prayers, cards, phone calls,
flowers and delicious food. Your thoughtfulness and
love will not be forgotten. Reid loved Mount Pisgah!
Love in Christ,
The Helms Family
Dearest Mt. Pisgah
Many thanks to our Church family for all the cards,
phone calls, visits, meals and especially the prayers
when John suffered a heart attack on April 23, 2018.
We are especially thankful for both Rev. Jeff Johnsen’s
and Rev. Donald Thomas’ visits while John was in the
hospital and their prayers with and for us all.
We are so very thankful to our Roundtable Sunday
School members who prepared and brought meals to
us after John was released! Everything was delicious.
To each one of you who prayed and offered words
and hugs of encouragment, please know you are a
real blessing to our entire family!
Thank you so much.
The John & Anita Beard Family; John Beard, IV
& family; Sarah (Beard) Reed & family
My heartfelt thanks for the love and support I have
felt during my recent illness. To Pastors Jeff & Donald,
thank you for your visits and prayers. To my Mt.
Pisgah family, your cards, visits and prayers sustained
me througout my treaments and rehabilitation.
With many blessings,
Mac McCollum

Mount Pisgah Church
Rev. Jeff Johnsen & Congregation,

I would just like to sincerely THANK YOU all
for your support with your volunteer program
there at Mount Pisgah Church. Don Cohan leads
a team of volunteers that come on a pretty
regular schedule here to Lumberton/Robeson
County, NC to help with the rebuild process after
Hurricane Matthew in October 2016.
Don has led multiple groups here, and I cannot
tell you what a wonderful job these volunteers
from Mount Pisgah have accomplished in this
area. These volunteers have contributed so much
to this area, and I can say they have helped us
finish up quite a few homes to get the survivors
back in. Two of these homes this past summer,
Don and his group made a “mad dash” to finish
up the loose ends, and had it not been for their
work, we would have been several more weeks
getting these two families in. This may not sound
like a lot to the normal person, but if you ask a a
survivor who has not been in their home for over
a year, you will know how important this is.
Please take a moment and THANK all these
volunteers for their commitment in volunteering
and the JOY & LOVE they spread when they are
here. They serve with servants’ hearts and truly
care about the people they are helping.
I pray you will continue to support these
wonderful volunteers and above all else, keep
them in your prayers. This is such a worthy
cause, to help a complete stranger in their time
of need. There is no greater calling than to be a
disciple of Jesus Christ, share the love and Word
of our Savior and to do so with JOY. I extend our
SINCERE THANKS AND GRATITUDE!
Prayers & Blessings,
Ann Wade, Site Manager, NCCUMC/Lumberton

Memorials
Capital Improvement Fund—In honor of Dan
& Fran Wood’s 56th Anniversary by Dana Wood
Martin

Budget—In honor of Dianne & Donald Thomas by
Donald & Carol Thomas

The Mount—In memory of Reid Helms by

MPUMC, Jerry & Cynthia Wall, Susan Lowe, Dee
& James Earl, Ellen Wheaton, Steve & April Davis,

Jim & Peggy Bunting, Steve & Vickie Harrell, Roger
& Helen Harrell

Minister’s Discretionary Fund
In memory of Reid Helms by the Seekers Class

Fellowship Area Building Fund—In memory of
Reid Helms by Ned & Ann Jones, Sis Maiden

2600 Pisgah Church Rd.
Greensboro, NC 27455
336-288-3321
MtPisgahGSO.org
facebook.com/mtpisgahumc

