
 

 

 

 

“It Is Easy To Be Brave From A Distance” 
 

 

In preparing to lead the mission team to South Dakota, I read a Native American quote that 

continues to stir my soul. The quote, “It is easy to be brave from a distance,” is attributed as a Seneca 

Proverb. Seneca is a Native American Tribe located predominantly in the state of New York on three 

different reservations. In reflecting on this proverb, several thoughts come to mind: 

• It was brave for me to begin preaching through the entire Bible.  My convictions told me to go for 
it and challenge the congregation to read along with me. However, my mind said, “Are you crazy? 
People don’t want to hear you preach on numerous chapters each week.” Our people are now 
reading the Word and the message is changing us.    

• The mission trip to South Dakota among the Oglala Sioux was brave of the team. Serving among 
the poorest counties in the United States filled with meth, alcoholism, broken family units, and 
despair was brave of our people. Being one member on the team, I was proud of our team’s 
ability to be flexible in the Badlands. Our group shared their experiences with a video and 
testimony on August 5th.  

• The mission trip to Washington, DC among the homeless and inner-city kids was brave because 
their world and our world normally do not intersect. The Whobodies shared their experiences with 
a video and testimonies on July 29th.  

• It was brave of someone to feel convicted at the end of 2017 to pledge $500,000 toward creating 
more fellowship space because they love the Lord and love Mount Pisgah. Even though it has 
been just five years since the church decided not to pursue a new facility, it is brave to be in 
conversation again.  Over 140 people have come to hear the presentation by Trustees Chair Bill 
Thomson. 

• It is brave to set out to bless 1000 backpacks to those in the community on August 18th. God has 
honored this ministry and so many of you are volunteering, bought water, supplies, contributed 
funds, and have prayed to make this event a reality.       

• It is brave to show our community the movie “I Can Only Imagine” Saturday night under a tent. It 
is brave to have food trucks and offer a Sunday night worship service under the tent.  What if the 
weekend is a disaster and nobody supports it? For the church to grow, it must take risks!  

• It is brave to have only one Sunday morning worship service on August 19th at 10:00am when we 
normally have three services each week. It is going to be awesome to have all three 
congregations together, having Holy Communion, having the music together, and having a 
church cookout afterwards. To God be the Glory!   

 

Mount Pisgah UMC is poised to throw out our nets 

deeper. Thanks for being a brave and awesome church.  
   

Rev. Jeff Johnsen 

  

NEWSLETTER FOR 

AUGUST 2018 

Upcoming Scripture Passages: 

August 26th – 1 Chronicles 1-9 

September 9th – 1 Chronicles 10-29 
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Mission Highlight-Mobile Meals Clergy Day 2018 

The Senior Resource Center held its annual Clergy Meals on Wheels 

Day on Thursday May 31, 2018.  The purpose of this event is to 

raise awareness of the importance of the Meals on Wheels among 

its faith partners.  

Mount Pisgah has been a long-time faith partner with Mobile Meals 

under the leadership of Meals on Wheels Day Chair, Ann 

Schwabeland, who is a member of Mount Pisgah. 

On Clergy Day, I had the privilege to ride with Ann on a route and it was quite an experience. I was able 

to meet a lot of people within 5 miles of our church who depend upon the meals and the people who 

deliver them. We have a lot of dedicated people here at Mount Pisgah who carry on this vital mission 

each and every month, and I thank each and every one of you. 

If you would like to be involved in the Mobile Meals ministry, you can contact Ann Schwabeland at 

schwabeland@att.net . I am sure that she would love to hear from you. 

 By Rev. Donald Thomas 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

If you have items to donate for the yard sale, 

the container is open on Sundays or you may 

call one of these ladies and she will meet you 

at the church.  Kathy Tate (336-669-9382), 

Kathy White (336-908-4154), Margaret Lewis 

(336-509-3729).  We are accepting gently used 

clothing for men and women, accessories, 

household items in good working order (like 

toasters), linens, luggage, holiday decor, 

lamps, rugs, glassware and jewelry (call Kathy 

White (336-908-4154) re: jewelry.   

We regret we cannot accept electronics (TV's, 

computers) or books, etc.  Thank you for your 

support!! 

 

The fall Bible studies will kick off on 

Sunday, August 25th.  The fellowship 

meals start back on September 12th, 

followed by the Women’s Yard Sale, 

and then meeting each Wednesday 

beginning September 26th. 

 

A meeting for those going on the 

mission trip to Henderson Settlement 

will be held on Sunday, August 26th at 

12:00 pm in the Page Classroom.  They 

are collecting diapers and formula for 

the trip and these can be placed in the 

office. 

 

mailto:schwabeland@att.net
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Women’s Retreat 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Walk to Emmaus 

 Take a "Walk to Emmaus" in 

September! 

The Men's Walk is September 13-16, 

and the Women's Walk is September 

20-23.   

If you'd like to know more about this life-

changing experience, please see or call 

Larry Holmquist  (336-288-6058).  Don’t 

delay - only a few spots are still open. 

SPRC Update 

 The last three months the SPRC has hired three 

staff who have assimilated into the church and staff 

very well.  Both the Director of Education and the 

Director of Youth Ministries are full-time positions 

and the Treasurer position is part-time.   

Dana Hanlon, Director of Christian Education has 

quickly learned the people and is beginning to cast 

a vision.  She has been instrumental in moving the 

church forward this summer and into the upcoming 

fall. 

Robert Chou, Director of Youth Ministries, has just 

completed his first month, which included an 

awesome summer mission trip.  This past week the 

Whobodies completed a youth week and are 

gaining momentum.  His new office will be 

completed soon, located in the volunteer's office.    

Allan Leach, Treasurer, is in the office on 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings and has adjusted 

well to handling our financials with numerous funds 

and constant requests of checks.   

Keith Maxey, Organist, has turned in his resignation 

and his last day with us will be Sunday, August 12th.  

He has served on staff for the last three years.   

 

Under Construction April 5-7, 

2019 at Kingston Plantation, 

Myrtle Beach, SC 

W We are so excited to have Leslie 

Neese as our retreat speaker.  She will 

be bringing a new message to us about 

our faith and the ongoing construction 

we face.  Join us for a special time with 

friends and family as we head to the 

beach to grow in spirit and fellowship. 

We have space for 80 ladies and the 

registrations are about half filled.  Don’t 

delay and sign up on the website 

today.  The cost is $160.. 

 We are so excited to have Leslie Neese as our 

retreat speaker.  She will be bringing a new 

message to us about our faith and the ongoing 

construction we face.  Join us for a special time 

with friends and family as we head to the 

beach to grow in spirit and fellowship. 

We have space for 80 ladies and the 

registrations are about half filled.  Don’t delay 

and sign up on the website today.  The cost is 

$160. 

e are so excited to have Leslie Neese as our 

retreat speaker.  She will be bringing a new 

message to us about our faith and the ongoing 

construction we face.  Join us for a special time 

with friends and family as we head to the 

beach to grow in spirit and fellowship. 

GSO – Event Volunteer Training and T-Shirts 

T-shirts for volunteers for the Backpack event will be available at the Volunteer Training meetings.   A donation of 

$5.00 will be appreciated.  be bringing a new message to us about our faith and the ongoing cons 

Every volunteer is expected to attend one of the following training events (Page Classroom):  

Anna Bloch - August 12th  - 11 am, 12 pm 

Marc Bumgarner – August 12th   - 5 pm                                                        

Anna Bloch – August 13th  - 11 am                                                                                                                                                                                     

Marc Bumgarner – August 17th  - 7 pm           
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Children’s Ministry 

Contact: Dana Hanlon @ dana@mtpisgahgso.org 

On August 26th, we will celebrate all 

children by promoting them to their 

current school year class!  

Moving on up to a new class for a new 

Sunday school year.  

Join us at 9:45 or 11:00! 

 

 

Sunday school for  

Children isn’t like the 

days past, we don’t sit 

at desks to learn. NO 

..we stand, we march, we touch and smell 

and listen. It’s Hands On...What if Jesus 

taught your kids? 

How would he do it? What tools would he 

use? What would he want them to learn 

and remember? The Bible gives us lots of 

examples of how Jesus did it 2,000 years 

ago. He used everyday objects like coins, 

fish, and plants to help people remember 

the truths he shared with them.  

Hands-On Bible Curriculum does the same 

thing. We call them “gizmos,” and they 

serve the same purpose: to help 

kids understand important Bible truths. It 

worked for Jesus, and it still works today.  

Join us at 9:45 every Sunday morning and 

jump into the fun of learning about Jesus, 

God and our Bible. Questions? Contact 

Dana Hanlon 

   

 If you have a rising third grader, 2018-19, please send your 

child's full name, date of birth, school attending.  Bibles will 

be presented during the 9:45 am and 11:00 am services.   

Get the information to Dana before August 12th. 

mailto:dana@mtpisgahgso.org
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Youth Ministry Update 
As my first month on the job ends & month two is quickly following, my heart is 

overwhelmed with the love & support each one of you have shown me. The cards, visits 

in the hallway, calls, texts & e-mails are more than I could have asked for. I am thankful! 

I am excited about keeping y’all up-to-date on highlights of what we have done and are 

preparing for our youth group! For more information about the ministry & weekly 

updates, please visit the church website & subscribe to my weekly e-mail. 

     Robert Chou – Director of Youth Ministries 

During the month of July, we went to Washington, 

D.C. for Serve Week in partnership with Urban 

Outreach, an organization committed to sharing 

the love of Jesus Christ with inner-city children. 

We then finished the month with Youth Week!! 

During Youth Week, we engaged in water games, 

roller skating, a photo scavenger hunt, bouncing at 

Sky Zone & finally a Lock-In with a visit to Steak & 

Shake for milkshakes! 

The participation was incredible for all 

these events & I hope to see all those faces 

again as we start another month full of 

exciting opportunities. I know the youth 

would love to tell you about these two 

weeks full of memories. 

We are preparing to gear up for a few 

exciting back-to-school/fall events! First, 

Promotion Sunday, August 26th from 4:30- 

6:30pm, when we will officially welcome 

our rising 6th grade students into the 

group, complete with a Sundaes on Sunday, 

a small gift for each new member & the 

opportunity to start creating those bonds 

that will last for the next seven years & 

beyond! Next, Camp Cheerio, our fall 

retreat, is the weekend of September 21st- 

23rd. I love being in the mountains because 

I feel God’s presence through the scenic 

views, the wind, and the learning/growing 

we do together. 

The Pumpkins Are Coming Soon! 

The first pumpkin unloading/OPENING DAY will be September 

29th & the second unloading will be October 13th! Sign-ups 

for Pumpkin Patch will be posted in the weeks leading up to 

our opening weekend. 
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Financial Highlights: 

2018 Actual:     $660,676 

2017 Actual:     $643,685 

2018 Budget:    $628,943 

 

New District Superintendent 

Installation Service August 26th at 4:00 pm: 

For Rev. Bev Coppley as Northern Piedmont 

District Superintendent with reception following at: 

Wesley Memorial UMC, 1225 Chestnut 
Drive, High Point, NC  27262 

 

 Dear Mount Pisgah Family, 

Thank you so much for your prayers, 

calls, cards, and many acts of kindness 

during my hospital and rehab 

stays.  Your care and concern have 

touched me.   

I am so blessed to call you and Mount 

Pisgah my church home.  May the Lord 

bless you richly. 

Dian Hiers 

 

Church Members, 

 

I thank you all for remembering me 

and my family.  The calls, cards and 

memorial gifts were so appreciated.  My 

sister Sylvia was a very special lady. 

 

Love,  

Mary York 
. 

MEMORIALS 
Chancel Choir – in memory of Nell Moon by Nancy Gryder 

Mount – in memory of Reid Helms by Margaret Lewis 

Medical Equipment – in memory of  Dan Gryder by Nancy Gryder 

ELP Scholarship – in honor of Larky Johnson by Jerry and Jo Ann Snyder 

ELP Scholarship – in memory of Mary Frances Radford by Jerry and Jo Ann Snyder 

Fellowship Hall Building Fund – in memory of Fran Wood by Mount Pisgah UMC    
   

Births: 

Congratulations to Matt and Kelly Wells upon the birth of their son, Noah Palmour Wells, on June 25th and to Brandon and Annie 

Earl upon the birth of their son, Holden Grey Earl, on August 4th. 

 

Deaths: 

We extend our love and sympathy to the families of: Fran Wood who passed away on July 28th, Mary Frances Akers Radford, Anita 

Beard’s mother, who passed away on July 9th, and Esther Amend, Doris Light’s sister, who passed away on August 3rd. 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
  1-Jim Comerford, Doug Jones 

2-Christina Jehu-Appiah, Holly Bettini 

3-Kat Cline, Mac McNairy, Cheryl Brandberg, Turner 

Rigby 

4-Margaret Lewis, Dean Lovelace, Laura Sharp 

5-Ben Shuttleworth 

6-Sharon Debnam, Joshua Meadows 

7-Ethan Marsh, Barbara Vaughn, Kidd Brizek 

8-Richard Hiers, Ann Tanner, Rob McHone 

9-Amanda Lester 

10-Anna Johnson 

11-Hugh Jones, Sharon Maynor, Emilee Transou, Ryan 

Zanardi 

12-Allan Leach 

13-Fay Arnold, Alex Gardner 

15-Ruby Cobb, Betty Eggleston, Chase Ciccone 

16-Luci Molinari, Caroline Debnam, Lierre Bloch 

 

17-Kathy White, Sandy Richardson, Jim Laws, Rebekah Lee, Braden 

Lambeth 

18-Samie Henegar, Ron Taylor 

19-Lynn Stevens, Cindi Womack, Jeanette Webb 

20-Sandra Taylor, Patti Geans, Barbara Durham, Janice Smith 

21-Jenny Fitzpatrick, Jason Laws, Amanda Durham 

22-Justin Cox, Rhyan Mitchell 

23-Daryl Lundy, Box Nix, Mike Barnwell, Ivy Simmons 

24-Percy Ann Edmundson, Betty Wilson, Katie Klinefelter 

25-Joe Oliver 

26-Gary Wegner 

27-Bill Harris, Megan Cohan, Sarah Bishop, Demi Idowu 

28-Spencer Ferguson, Mary Beth Bumgarner, Dylan Comer 

29-Bobby Church, Bryan Jones 

30-Pat Cunningham, Bill Selby, Sarah Reed, Allen Sainato 

31-Rachel Hilbert, Jeff Burkett, Marcia Freeland, Bailey Root 

 

3-David and Nancy Sharp 

7-Jim and Margie Brown 

9-Mike and Jan Brown 

10-Howard and Mary Gainey 

10-Charles and Wilda Moon 

11-Brice and Colene Gardner 

 

11-Jim and Jan Laws 

14-Steve and Janet Darnell 

17-Tom and Agnes Shelton 

18-W.A. and Rochelle Brown 

18-Mark and Gail Hardy 

21-Jim and Suze Comerford 

26-Van and Rusty Gunter 

 

26-Bob Muhl and Cindy Martin 

28-Chris and Patti Ramseur 

29-Terry and Cheryl Delagrange 

29-Josh and Katherine Hughes 

30-Pat and Gayle Manahan 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

WORSHIP PARTNERS 

8:30 am: Ushers each week:  Spencer Ferguson, Pat Manahan, Bob Johnson, Russ Gordon, Dennis Scheer, Andrew McEachern 

August 12th:  8:30 Greeter – Ann Cable, 11:00 Doris Stanback, 11:00 Ushers – Bob Tursky, Rick King, Charles Moon, Leo Schaaf 

August 26th:  8:30 Greeter – Russ and Julie Gordon, 11:00 Greeter – Percy Ann Edmundson, 11:00 Ushers – Bill Apple, Gaye 

Clifton, Ken Clifton, Wallace Wilson 

Altar Guild:  8:30 – Sandy Richardson 11:00 – Vaughan Long, Betty Eggleston 
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CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Rev. Jeff Johnsen - Senior Pastor   jeff@mtpisgahgso.org 

Rev. Donald Thomas - Associate Pastor   donald@mtpisgahgso.org 

Rev. Cody Johnsen - Associate Pastor   cody@mtpisgahgso.org 

Dana Hanlon - Director of Christian Education  dana@mtpisgahgso.org 

Robert Chou - Director of Youth Ministries  robert@mtpisgahgso.org 

Pam Inman - Director of Operations & Administration pam@mtpisgahgso.org 

Amberly Johnston - Director of Music & Worship Arts amberly@mtpisgahgso.org 

Rae Augustin - Director of Weekday School  mpws@mtpisgahgso.org 

Diane Carter - Praise Band Director   diane@mtpisgahgso.org 

LuAnn Christy - Administrative Assistant  luann@mtpisgahgso.org 

Dee Earl - Membership & Financial Secretary  dee@mtpisgahgso.org 

Allan Leach - Treasurer    allan@mtpisgahgso.org 

Contact us at 336-288-3321         www.mtpisgahgso.org 

 

2600 Pisgah Church Rd. 

Greensboro, NC  27455 
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