JULY 2019

MOUNT PISGAH
CHURCH
The Monthly Newsletter of Mount Pisgah UMC

FROM PASTOR JEFF...
The middle of 2019 is now here and the church continues to pick up steam in numerous areas. It has been a
blessing from January through July to have preached through the Gospels and the Book of Acts. The steam
comes when we live out our faith so why not give you reasons to prove my point in our momentum-changing lives.
Our “Building Tomorrow’s Church TODAY” Capital Campaign was released on June 30th and the amount that
has been given and pledged is $1,901,242. Please have your pledges in by noon on August 1st so that the
Building and Finance Committee can plan accordingly. Please be aware the campaign is through 2022 and we
are not planning to borrow any money unless it is matched by pledges. In the second quarter financial
statements, an update from the Building Committee will be enclosed.
The Whobodies are planning to take 41 on their summer mission trip to Gatlinburg, TN on July 21. Robert
Chou is excited about so many youth and leaders and all the opportunities that await them.
Vacation Bible School had over 128 children and youth. This year, we started a new youth VBS for middle
school and had great success with the program. Over 50 adults, including new members, assisted. VBS Missions
also raised over $500 for African Inland Missions and we delivered a carload full of clothing and toys to the Family
Room for children in foster and adoptive families.
We started two strong care groups - DivorceCare and GriefShare - with over 20 participants and leaders. We
are already seeing people register for our Fall classes and the plan is to start a DivorceCare for Kids program.
Discipleship: children and adult participation (Bible studies) has increased to over 120 on Wednesday nights
and we have seen a rise in our Sunday morning Children’s Ministry. We are planning for a strong Fall offering of
Discipleship classes and our preview night is set for September 4. Details are coming soon. The Women's
Retreat took 80 women to the beach for a spirit-filled weekend drawing everyone closer.
Two young adults are serving in ministry this summer: Kristina Clifton, who serves at Camp Tekoa and is in her
fifth year in Hendersonville; and Samantha Hanlon, who serves at Carolina Cross Connection and is in her fifth
year in Manteo. These young women need your prayers as they faithfully serve in ministry.
August 3-11, we are supporting 21 mission events throughout the
Greensboro community. Please take time to sign up online or on the hallway
bulletin board. See Vickie Apple or Cody Johnsen.
We began January 2019 with a challenge to partner with Dr. Innocent
Justice by placing a roof over a church in Africa. We met that need and this
past Sunday, Rev. Donald Thomas showed us the picture. Hallelujah!
Mt. Pisgah paid 100% apportionments in 2018. Only 80% in our
conference met this goal in 2018.
A new organ has been purchased and will be installed on July 9th. The
church raised over $22,000 in April. An organ concert is being planned for
August 18 at 4:00pm. The organ dedication is September 8 (8:30 and
11:00am).
Thank you to everyone who responded to our special appeal for Jungle
Jen at the end of our services last week. The amount raised was $1,739. If
you would still like to contribute, mark your gift “Jungle Jen”.

Year to Date Financial
Highlights as of
July 2 , 2019

Weekday School News

United Methodist Men Retreat
Camp Cheerio,
Roaring Gap, NC
September 27 - 29, 2019
For details and sign up:
Visit the website page

Mt. Pisgah Weekday School is
seeking to hire engaging and
friendly assistant teachers to work
with Toddlers and Twos classes.
MWF, T/Th, and M-F positions are
available. Hours are 8:30am 1:30pm. Please send inquiries
and/or resumes
to mpws@mtpisgahgso.org.

YTD 2019 Actual :
$556,976
Total 2019 Budget:
$1,127,000

Upcoming Readings
July 7 Psalm 85
Rev. Cody Johnsen
July 14 UMW
July 21 Acts 13-14
July 28 Acts 15-18
Aug 4 Acts 19-21

OUR HISTORY – A MT. PISGAH MOMENT IN HISTORY
Did you know...?
“The Whobodies” has been the beloved name of the youth group here at Mt. Pisgah since 1975. The Whobody name idea came to Rev. Herb Penry
from a children’s book written by Charles and Ann Morse entitled “Whobody There.” The theme of the book stressed that Whobodies are
unrepeatable miracles of God and aren’t just anybody, but are special people. Rev. Penry wanted to instill in our youth just how special they were
to him and more importantly to God.
When Rev. Penry was appointed to Mt. Pisgah in June, 1975, he was shocked to learn that the annual youth budget was only $300. He felt that
did not offer much hope to the young people or show them how important they really were. One of Rev. Penry’s first sermons, if not the first, was
on the younger generation and how they were not “going to the dogs.” I remember that sermon and how it ended with the entire congregation
going forward to the altar in support of our youth. The Finance Committee soon found a way to increase the youth budget to $3,000. Rev. Penry
also let it be known that a bus was going to be a necessity for the youth. He had a way about him that could be quite persuasive and by September,
a new bus had been purchased and paid for. With the hard work of very dedicated counselors and 50 enthusiastic youth, the group began sharing
the love of God through song and testimony not only at Mt Pisgah, but to numerous other churches around North Carolina.
In 1976, 60 some Whobodies and counselors went on their first summer trip to Georgia and Florida, including Disney World. That was the
beginning of numerous summer trips, weekend trips, mission trips and Camp Cheerio trips. We should be proud of the way our youth have been
ambassadors for Christ while representing our church all over the US and in a few other countries. Now 44 years later, we are proud that the group
has come full circle and is being led by Robert Chou, who grew up in Mt. Pisgah and was a very active Whobody. Most of all, we are thankful that
they are still sharing the love of Jesus Christ with others.
Of course, the main fundraiser for the youth continues to be the sale of pumpkins. 2019 will become the 29th consecutive year that our front
lawn turns orange during the month of October. Mt. Pisgah has become well known in Greensboro as “the pumpkin church.”
The Whobodies held a 25 year reunion in 2000 and are well underway in planning their 45th reunion to be held in the Fall of 2020.
Last year, I asked David Sharp, who was one of the many dedicated counselors, to write a brief history of the Whobodies that could be included in
the church scrapbooks. Most of the information for this article came from David’s history, but his final comment sums it up best.
“The Whobody organization remains a vital part of the ministry at Mt. Pisgah. The format has changed numerous times in the 40 plus years as the
ministry is no longer a music ministry. The original petition offered to God, to love young people and to let them know how special they are to their
Heavenly Father remains a primary goal of the Whobodies. Bold prayers and big dreams for what God can do are part of the legacy of Herb Penry
and are a testimonial of the Whobodies.
Mt. Pisgah has been blessed by the service of so many to the Whobody program and by the wonderful congregation who have laboriously prayed
and supported the Whobodies. Likewise, God has blessed the church with the lives of many young people who wanted to be loved, who wanted to
shine, and who longed to realize that they are not just anybody, but instead they are a Whobody.”
Please email any information to Cynthia Wall at cpandjwall@aol.com or drop in the history mailbox located in the Volunteer’s
Office.
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MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS
Fellowship Area Building Fund:
In memory of Alex Ward: Michael and Samantha Stichter.
In honor of Gaye Clifton: Sean and Sharon Debnam.
Organ Fund:
In memory of Barbara McKinney Walker: John and Trudy Krege, Arvids and Rosemarie Ziedonis, Jim and Betsy Sell, Cheryl
Stout, Ron and Mary Ann Rhoades.
Budget:
In honor of Rick King: James and Cindy Minor.
Vacation Bible School:
In memory of Sylvia Burroughs: Shelia and Scott Bancroft.
Mt. Pisgah & E. L. Penry Scholarship Fund:
In memory of Barbara McKinney Walker: Ronald and Linda Wilson, Thursday Night Life Group, Cokesbury Sunday School
Class at Christ UMC, Larry and Brenda Keech, Jerry and Jo Ann Snyder, Sara and Chuck Kelley.
Mt. Pisgah Staff and Family,
I want to thank everyone for the calls, visits, prayers, and the
many, many cards during my hospital stay and recovery.
The Walk to Emmaus showed me the true meaning of a
Christian.
With all my love,
John Covert
Mt. Pisgah Congregation,
Thank you for the outpouring of cards, gifts, and food in
celebration of McKenna's birth. I am touched by your
generosity and so appreciate all your words of
encouragement over the past few weeks. Your

thoughtfulness is a blessing to my family. Stop by my
office anytime to see pictures!
Amberly Johnston
A big "THANK YOU" to all of the amazing servants who
helped with the Volunteer Lounge during VBS. Whether
you prepared a delicious snack, made a generous cash
donation or gave of your time as a volunteer -- YOU are
so very appreciated!
Thanks,
Molly Johnson

WORSHIP PARTNERS
8:30 Worship
Greeters
July

7
14
21
28

11:00 Worship
Greeters

Barbara Hill
UMW
Mary York
Terry & Cheryl Delagrange

Ushers
Spencer Ferguson, Pat Manahan, Bob Johnson,
Russ Gordon, Dennis Scheer, Andrew
McEachern
Altar Guild - Joann Cooper

Monthly Bereavement Team - Jerry & Cynthia
Wall

July

7
14
21
28

Bonnie Rimmer
Cynthia & Jerry Wall
Becky Pugh
Janice Morris

Ushers
1st week-Mac McNairy, Mark Nolte, Ann Tanner,
Gene Tanner
2nd week-Mary Michaux, Rick King, Charles Moon,
Leo Schaaf
3rd week-Randy Lewis, Ned Jones, Tim & Christy
Stream
4th week-Bill Apple, Gaye Clifton, Ken Clifton, Kendal
Laughon

Altar Guild - Doris Stanback, Cathy Poer

Join the Go and Serve
Mission Event
Details and Online SignUps on the Website
Click to Visit the Page
Join the nearly 25 other members of the adults and Whobodies teams who are
planning to serve in Costa Rica April 2-10, 2020!! A $300 non-refundable deposit is due
before August 1st. For pricing and other trip details, contact Robert Chou.

WELCOME & CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Tim and Shannon Norman upon the birth of their son, Grayson Avery Norman, on June 13 in
Greensboro. A rosebud was placed on the table behind the communion rail in his honor. Proud grandmother is Sherry
Bailey. A baby blanket was also placed on the table by the Prayer Shawl Ministry.
Congratulations to Colt and Megan Lightfoot upon the birth of their son, Mason James Lightfoot, on June 15 in Winston
Salem. A rosebud was placed on the table behind the communion rail in his honor by his proud grandmother, Mary
Michaux. A baby blanket was also placed on the table by the Prayer Shawl Ministry.

Newsletter Note
Wow, do we have an active church at Mount Pisgah! We find that we are unable to effectively capture all our
ministries in a monthly format and are already reporting these on a weekly schedule. The information is
contained in our weekly bulletin, weekly eNews, Whobodies weekly email, Children's weekly email, and worship
announcements. As such, beginning in August, we will continue to keep you informed of our ministries via the
weekly formats already in place and generate a monthly "recap" to list all worship partners, memorials,
birthdays, anniversaries, history, and other informational items.
Please be sure to sign up for the eNews at the bottom of our home page if you do not receive the eNews.

We extend our love and sympathy to:
...Jerry Settlemyre and family upon the death of his son, Michael Settlemyre, on May 31 in Manassas, VA.
... the family of Peggy LaDew upon her death on June 18 in Greensboro.
... the family of Samie Henegar upon her death on June 29 in Greensboro. Her memorial service will be held on July 28 at
3:00pm at Hanes Lineberry, N. Elm Street; visitation will be held from 2:00-3:00pm. She was 100 years old.

Youth Ministry Update!
Robert Chou-Director of Youth
robert@mtpisgahgso.org

How is it already July??! June flew by and held so many great events for the Whobodies!
Some of the events we hosted during June were a trip to Carowinds, Graduation Sunday,
Celebration Sunday [honoring the Class of 2019, the Student Leadership Team & the Adult
Volunteer Team], a brand new Youth VBS [which had 24 students!] and last but certainly not
least, Youth Week!! Whew… I’m tired all over again just thinking about the busy but incredible
month that we shared. As we look forward to July, there is much excitement in my heart for all
that is to come. The highlight of July for The Whobodies will be a trip to Gatlinburg, Tennessee
to serve alongside TEAMeffort & Habitat for Humanity! Our 41 students & adults are eager to
get there and serve!! We will be commissioned during worship on Sunday, July 21st and will
also be passing out prayer cards. Each card will have the name of a specific youth to lift up in
prayer during our time in Tennessee. If you are unable to attend worship on the 21st and
would like a card there will be some left in the church office for pickup. I encourage anyone
reading this article to ask 3+ youth after we return about our trip. We can’t wait to share how
we experienced the Holy Spirit through this week of service! They would love to share with
you!!
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JULY ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYS
Anniversaries
1
5
6
8
11
12
14
16
17
21
22

23
24
29

Birthdays
1
Rick King
Doug and Brenda Jones
Shelia Main
Gene and Donna Jones
Katherine Hughes
Ron and Rachel Hilbert
Katelyn Reed
Bobby and Camille Muire
2
Jamie Moler
Brandon and Amy Leebrick
Jackson Godfrey
Bob and Eileen Little
3
Brittany Miller
Alex and Irene Gardner
4
James Edwards
Brandon and Annie Earl
Anna Bloch
Allan and Cathy Leach
Hayden Brown
Greg and Doris Light
5
Jim Foster
John and Cathy Poer
Michelle Andrews
Charlie and Becky Beck
6
Kyle Lovelace
Mike and Jo Lawrence
Jake Barnwell
Bill and Lavonne Pickens
7
Brenda Falls
Keith and Glenda Smith
Devon Collins
Brent and Karen Holmes
8
Georgia Harris
Hank and Marizell Thompson
Daniel Sharp
Geoffrey and Sharon Maynor
Kim Shuttleworth
Ron and Sandra Taylor
10
Jeff Jones
Katie Jones
11
Sharon Culclasure
Sarah Hoff
12
Jean Hill
13
Ginger Pfister
Sam Shuttleworth
Lillian Mayo
14
Alice Belton
Susan Evans
Jennifer Lovelace
15
Cindy Holmquist
16
Ted Dwyer
17
Morgan Turner
Tom Uber
Abel Cooper

18

19
20

21

22
23

24

25

26

27
28
29

30
31

Steve Chou
Edie McHone
Taylor Wilson
Reece Ramseur
Glenda Burkett
Christy Clark
Matt Shuttleworth
Anita Beard
Bubba Klinefelter
Mary Anne Traurig
Allene Shaffer
Michael Nix
Cathy Leach
Cathy Church
Tyler Long
Ayanna Ali
Reid Teoh
Rosellen Dedlow
Amber Shelton
Grant Page
Caleb Blalock
K Bailey
Dianna Hinton
Teresa Edwards
Emily Green
Madeleine Toney
Lavonne Pickens
Beau Miller
Dorothy Robinson
Sue Lucas
Hannah Chandler
Trey Johnsen
Ward Rigby
Oliver Toney
Larry Wood
Bonnie Rimmer
Fred Marley
Jay Snyder

If you have an anniversary or birthday this month and it does not appear, please contact:
Dee Earl at dee@mtpisgahgso.org or 336-288-3321.
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Contact us at www.mtpisgahgso.org or 336-288-3321
Rev. Jeff Johnsen - Senior Pastor jeff@mtpisgahgso.org
Rev. Donald Thomas - Associate Pastor donald@mtpisgahgso.org
Rev. Cody Johnsen - Associate Pastor cody@mtpisgahgso.org
Dana Hanlon - Director of Christian Education dana@mtpisgahgso.org
Robert Chou - Director of Youth Ministries robert@mtpisgahgso.org
Pam Inman - Director of Operations & Administration pam@mtpisgahgso.org
Amberly Johnston - Director of Music & Worship Arts amberly@mtpisgahgso.org
Diane Carter - Praise Band Director diane@mtpisgahgso.org
LuAnn Christy - Administrative Assistant luann@mtpisgahgso.org
Dee Earl - Membership & Financial Secretary dee@mtpisgahgso.org
Allan Leach - Treasurer allan@mtpisgahgso.org

2600 Pisgah Church Rd.
Greensboro, NC 27455

